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as they stood about her, wW whilst she 
nat at work. She took care that the A 
* stories which she told them, should I 
be such as might rrurt, as well a W 


amuse them; and if she could think 8 


2 ol any thing which had really * 
pened that would be of that nature, 
she preferred i itto wh at is called make- 
believe, stories. It happened, how- 
2 one evening when her children 
ame to her, begging for some true 

bit Is tories, that none occurred to her "I + 

which she the ught would | 


. EY Rk My dear, 85 
. . os — 0 think af any 


ber; © > you Thr excuse me o 
night,” . *Oh, no mamma, . 


2 


„ all —. 4 exclaimed, «we cannot 
N excuse you indeed. You always find 
. something 80 entertaining, and so 
& true; 80 pray think, and vou will 
Vr soon recollect something that will do 
very well, and that we shall much like 


fi . to hear. They al then ren | med ent 


„ minutes, in order tc togivetheir 
| 25 . : mother time to. revolve in her ming 
. some event that had happened hen 
: 5 5 e she was young, and of whichshec 
- make some pretty story, Mrs. Ben- 
5 _ field also continued Silent, till one of 
|  - hexchildren, whosename wasGeorge, | 
„ gave f ber a Jos of the clbow; ; Dec M 


are : ou gone te to dep? 7 we. are 255 — 


8 ; ou A My lone, che 


85 > ak " Thi RATIONAL miorrs ; IRE 5 5 


= will amuse uny* f you. 1 was s then 
% thinkngof alittlesilly book that Thad, gp 
When J was a little girl; but it Was a 


3 ; 5 very foolish « one, for it supposed =. 5 5 
3 birds and beasts, and fish, could 


| talk and reason, which you know is - by. 


= quite impossible.“ 'O! dear, ex- 
claimed Peggy, a6 pray mamma tell 


= us something about that; 5 I am sure 


; we shall all Uke to hear it. What 


„Vas the name of the kobe? 2 It 


was called, The Gossipping Asem- 


7 Uyet Dumb Animals,” replied Mis. 


8 Benfield. O! what a droll name, 
Said Peggy; < but pray be so kind : as 


to tell us about it. © Trecollectsome | 5 : | 4 | 


ol the pictures and stories very well,” * 


resumed Mrs. Benfield, though it is a 


1 long time er T's saw 7 them.” "The | 
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2 1 0 Pn i 1 be,.. 

ad such a picture. Tbelie 
| . mamma, hey E: 8⁰ 
al can. shew it to vou. an. 
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uigtories algo, for 1 know I Saved 
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hn: be 80 kind: as to go and feteh it it 
. 1 down, and read it to us. 25 Well! ” 
| replied Mrs. Benfield, © I will 8 


and look for it; but I will not pro: 
mise to find it, for it is a great while 
since J last saw it.” She then went 
up stairs, and shortly afterwards re- 
turned with the tattered remains of 


: : the old book 1 in her hand. «O! 
| I Here: it comes, thank you mamma, tf, 
L letmexeeit,” was repeated by eck 


of the children, who all came round 
their mother to look at the pictures. 
She shewed them the first, and N 
"enquired what all the different beasts 
Pe ah citog woe doing? 


bo . to meet e to converse 1 c 1 5 | 
armes e by: Mating their | = 
'S + 7. 8 „ A | 
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| different Dae FE, eg what 


" os had seen and heard in the va- 
_ rious families in which they lived.“ 
* That must be very entertaining,” 


N Charles, 1 am glad you have 2” | 


found the book,”  ** Pray mamma,” * 
enquired George, | « «Do the gold and 
and silver fish ever speak? 0 
Fes, replied Mrs. Benfield, « the fish 
talk just as well as all the other 


animals, and vou must remember, 
Geor ge, that it is only make believe 
as you call it, for you know it is im- |} 
1 for dumb beasts to speak. 18 


CES 


Jo be sure mamma, I'know: that,” — 


said George, „80 pray begin 


read it to us, for 1 Tas to 22 - 3 


_ they all said 
you as" wells L eas, 


IS: Ns 
me in t 
. 
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| | mamma, Wa but the book. 5 is 80 5 Gly. 


_. torn, that 1 am afraid I shall not be 
able to make it. all out. It beging 
Vith the horse speaking first, who says, 5 
My good friends and neighbours, „ 


a 1 1 am very happy to see you all met to- 
gether; and still more happy am I to 


be one of your company. I have fre · 
quently heard of this agreeable asxem- | 
| bly, and very much wished to be able 

L in your party; but it has always . 

| hitherto 80 unluckily happened, that 

upon those days you had a meeting, 1 

have been fetched out of the field, 

either for my old master to ride upon 
me, or else for my young ones to drive 

eir little car, as they call it. 5 

n meg for you must. acknow- ö 

att e edge | 


- This I asure;.you,” has sadly di 
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3 Lade it is very prog, when one 
| Has a strong inclination to do one 
3 thing, to be obliged to do another 

quite diagreeable: And such are 
both the eee Lam 8 


7 | When I carry my old ſiigates; he ets: 1 : 
55 intolerably heavy, that he makes 
| N my back ache, and chuses I should 
| + o such a little slow jog trot, that 1 
am sometimes almost asleep, and in 
danger of falling down with him; 
Which I should be very sorry to do, as he 1 
zs an exceeding kind master, and takes 
all the care of me in bis power; he al. 
ways looks out the best part of the "I 


. road for me togo upon, and if eb 1 

. to -any turf, he lets me go u upon it, 
1 because he thinks x will be old and ad 6 
| 
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: cooling to my feet. He les Tod 


with both Whip, and Spurs, but he 
neyer in his life touched me with the 
latter; and I heard himtell a gentle- 
man, Who rode with him one day, 


that he only wore them because it was 


the custom so to do; the Whip he 
makes more use of, and he often 
teazes me with that; but as it is with 


a kind intention, 1 cannot be dis- 


pleased with him; his design is to 
keep the flies off from my face and 

eyes; and in order to that, he keeps 
per etually whisking the lash back- _ 
_ wards and forwards) in a very unples- 
mt manner; sometimes he makes me 

| fearful he;is going to correct me vin 
itz; sometimes he tickles me almost as 
: mn Lo the flies would; and some. 


X . 
* * 
„j ;᷑oVↄ(xß At 


5 es; but * know His done out 

bn: of kindnes; J forgive him, and make 
it my study to please him, and go 

the PRO” 1 judge 1 e to 
him.“ 3 

40 You | have a very happy. phe 

indeed. » said the „ . wish I 


Could boast of such treatment; but 


Icdeclare the usage I meet with is % 
5 bad, that I am quite weary of my life.” 5 
am sure that I can pity you, re- 
ple the horse; for, though my old 
8 ter is thus kind and gentle to me, 
4 : he has three sons who seem resolved. 


"oY should not have too much depp. 


ness in the world. 1 only wish it 


| = ; was } in 2 17 88 to n 8 


* 
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and T am certain 1 should — 5 
8 from their cruelty; he 9 
make them feel some of the lashes 
they lay upon me, and see how they 
vVvould like to be whipped, tall their 
flesh was whealed all over them. 

Here little George interrupted his 
mamma, by enquiring, Why, if the 

horse was supposed to talk, he could . 
not tell his old master how his sons 
behaved. ecause, said Mrs. Ben- = 
field, though the animals are made- 
believe to converse together, yet it was 
not imagined to be in any language 
that mankind could understand. 
5 „Oh, very well, said George, pray 5 


go on with what the horse Was saying, 13 


for I like it very 1 much * 
1 Sometimes, continued 2 5 ors, ©, 
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45 the boys take me the moment mel 
father dismounts; and instead of lead- _ 
ing me into the stable to be taken 

Care of and have some corn, asmy | 
. master supp 0 e case, .they 
only Saaten me to their abominable | 
car, which is a heavy, clumsy, wood- /| 

_  "_ kind of a cart, which they made 
out of an old e chest, and have 

put four low thick wheels to it, ut n 


j 80, bad a construction, that it is a 


4 ö 5 most as heavy as à stage waggon. | 
F bY. This they fasten to me, with harness 
5 made of ropes, in so uncomfortable = 
2a manner, that was the carriage had 
to draw ever so light, it would be — 
very uneasy; but when that! is loadet 
; . Om BORES: a e WON as is generally 
able: Then 


* 
| > 4 : 2 85 nothi | 
q A PAM xs , / 
[ A TH 6 | : \ — = ; , 8 . \ x 
i þ a , 142 * X Y + 1 
1 8 : © $ pe | 5 5 5 4 ; ; : : : 
E N & by 5 L * 25 e a * 
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nothing will — but I must 
0 wonder how they can expect 
5 1 should 8 with that weight lum 
bering at my heels! indeed i it is — 8 


impossible I should; for 


ot agonies,” 1 am almost mad N ith 
Aud then, if-T plunge and i 
they come and bang me about the 
head with the but end of the w 
and with great sticks. I believe one 
day 1 should haye been blinded by 
ur Ugh: N had not "iy, 


close, there is not room for my legs 
bas I push forward; but, because 1 
do not gallop, the boys take it by 
turns to stand upon the foot- board, 
from whence they drive; and 5 
| gy sides till their arms ache, and - . 
am sure, till my flanks” are in such | 


ECCOCO OO on w 


* .* * 
* _ i 1 . g >” — 
* | | J « 
= 9. . : % 
5 = | . 1 1 
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| good old. master happily. 
come into the field, Fab rescue me 


= tome their hands. Lo never. shall for- 
, 8 7 ; | « Boys, what are. | you ory ang | 5 2 | 
eZ : 1 Only at play, Sir, one of them an- ö 


swered. © Play,” repeated he; © do 


1 i © YR that play? 1 will play with 
: 4 Jou, 3 promise a a at the same 


9 game, if ever I see you. strike the 
| — hore: SID, As: din os eg | 3 
55 iN 8 all en tobe lead I 

5 alive, and have every bone 3 in your | 2 

skins broken, to use a poordumb ani> - | 

: _ mal. in such a barbarcus manner; : 

5 and, if ever I know you. misuse 5 
44 again, I will 3 v, 


promis. 


ll you Tear be some compas- 
sion for a poor beast when you see _ 
8 lashed again.“ Then coming to me, * 
. and gently patting my whealed sides, = 
and stroking my face: Poor fellow ,, 
said he, have those inhuman cus 
3805 misused vou? Ol If ever they do 
A again, they shall smart for it, 1 
e them.” "Afterwards, taking 
out a knife from his pocket, he cut 
5 the ropes, or the traces, as the boys 
(a called them, that fastened me to their. 
. and holding me by my forelock, 
* led me gently into the stable, encou- 
= raging me all the way, by many kind | 
words, and much commendation; | 
for all my good qualities; at the same 
* beans. n he would pu- 7h 


. k : x FS Y 2 1 
Fs Well A ed e 


\ F ; 
” l, ; 
2 


| they ase me + again. - "What _ 
farther between my master and his 
ons, I know not, as I wastshut up 


in the stable. I only know, to my I 


great happiness, that I have not fallen 


into their x power since. Once + Was i 
in a terrible fright. lest I should, as 1 


two of them eame into the field — 


Þ was grazing; I thought as'they' 


| hadropesin their hands, that they were 
coming to harness me with them; — 
beginning to trot from them, as they 


advanced near ms, one of them threw . | 
an illna- I 


a stone at me, saying, in 
tured growl, G0 along, yo dainty 
ided beast, that may not be touched; 
I wonder what good you are doing - 
- ub Stuffing your guts for nothing? 


n Wer me a SG blaw 


* ” « 4; 
7 OY * Tg 5 
+ 1 J . 4 1 5 

8 ; upon 7 . j 7 

* 
5 ; * 2 1 
* 1 - * e's U 
6 . 6 Wat + : — 
: a 0 


"apou tnphotk, rlutnndemolimp: for. 
a little time; but I did not much mind 
that; when I saw the boys . on 
benin because I went lame... 
Here the Horse paused; and the Am | 
i advancing, said, . Well, I think it 
would be the happiest thing for this 
5 nation that ever yet was thought : 
of, if some plan could be con- 
; trived to destroy every boy upon the : 
island; there c certainly is no ani- BE 
mal in the creation so destructive 
a. 50%, 7 they do more mischief 5 
chan all the race of foxes, rat; e 
{ heage-hogs . put together, and are = 
ten times more barbarous than hops. 8 
Nets or :gadfiies:" Tf it was not for 74 
boys, one mi ight pass one's time com- I 
. : = eee TW IP cy g 
W:. Ts : | | 25 the 2 
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BREE, 
| 4 * 


| 


1 Fawn vole to 0 wan, or en c 


* 


the ee e 885 one's fe b i 
e and their tticks. 1 do! 5 


* 


pes injuntics to "I 
that I have not | 
hurt any one, and am as patient and : 


28 inoffensive, as any living ereati ww. 
can be. But all this serves to no I 
_ good purpose; I only get the worse 

used for it; and because Ido not bite, 
arid kick, they bang1 me about as we - 4 
had no feeling, and call my patience, 1 8 "= 
_ #tubbornness; and my. gentleness, n 
2 Whereas, was I to return their 4 


ill usage, theywouldpay more T pb 1 
to me, and at least learn t be afraid | = 
to attack me. Wh 3 


in the Same 8 


W ? . 


4 


| ofa tos. "that is is as 50 . as a 
lion, and the boys never dare teaze 
bim, because if they do, he flies at. - 

_ _ them, and would tear them to pieces. 
near killed a boy who 


? One day he ver 
| was: throwing things at him, on pur- 


pose to provoke him. The dog was 


layin g quietly enough by the door of 


5 his house, without any intention of wm 
ng any body, when a foolish boy, 


3 , It * 


(. lor to besure boysare the most foolib == 
mtmings upon the face of the earth) 
| Keptpelting him; first he threw little 
bits of dirt at him, Which did net 
much hurt him, though they disturb- _ 
| ed his nap; then he threw small peb- . 
bes, which certainly were very disa - 
| greeable, tingling against 1 ies 
1 To OW . 258 his Ty looked at a 


4 


* 


2 


 kiny and growled, to give him notic 
that he did not approve of such port; 


and larger, till they absolutely 


ma well 


tore him so violently; that he certain- 


85 . what was cause of such - cries; 


e ny 4 found 
k F - ö 7 ; a Z % 2. 
1 , ; | p * * } PP , oy 1 4 2 . 
- \ Pp y ] 1 22 ry 
forts 255 EE, 
/ 1 ; 
1 55 * — 
+ « | Fay 
p A 7 * 4 
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still the boy persisted throwing ger 


quite painful to the dog, who then 5 
| got up, and barked angryly, advane- 
ingslowly to his foolish tormentor, (I 
A al / him Golichy 3 Bot- Th 
_ this 8 be ae confine)! nis Z I, 
Fre, as he called it; till the dog was 
- $6;provoked, that he resolved not to 
0 bear it any longer;) therefore seized — 
upon the boy, threw him down, and 


| 2 — 2 OF may 


3 


iy would have been killed in a few mi - 585 
nutes, had not his screams brough z 
aut my master; WhO coming to see 


To ound him in that Situation; he oon 


: Wot. cool REY | I Ee rs 


50 much hurt, @ to beobliged-to be : 
under a surgeon's hands for -many. 
month and 1 believe will always bse 
lame as long as he lives; „ae = 
sure it serves him right.” capt il 
Aye, that is a sure t thing cd = 
i 2 the hog, for to * sure it 10 21 

terrible-thing, that rational creatures, | 
| who ought to behave the best of all | 
the creation, so frequently. behave. 
themselves the worst. They seem, * 


tbink, to take pleasure in tormenting | 
every creature that comes Within their 


reach; and instead of trying to make 
atimels ne ee ende to 


make themselves hated, ee | 
by every one. Some dogs, 1 know, 


* 
= 


j 4 D 2 
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#7. A 
- by N 
7 ä wo . ; r 
N 4 
| On, AL 
„ e ers TO 7 N + BBs __ 
WE een 1 "IR CY Aa RN , 


kivve a very "gre a dislike to 2h," and 
alt my relations; and if This 


to remain upon the face of the ea 


cially, to my young relations, who are 
ignorant of the best 
fending themselves; 


handsome ears, wi H th 


01 my friends! you car — 


Jon. 
| greit teeth of 4 


2 
, on 
wo 
"<3, 4 " -- — 
4 7 — : 1 N 
5 * „„ 0 * Te”. - 
— 2 % 
- & 
Fs 


y could 
help it, would never suffer any of us 


k & - 
-Y 4 
1 
EE ee i ae tee eats at ne Eee EEE NS + — 


| This makes it very distressing to us if 
we chance to meet with them; espe- 


method of de- 


dogs catch hold of * da = 


not khagine the agonies of such an 


a ach the pain is beyond descrip- 

Only fancy" to yourselves the 
2 fixed through _ 

hy — your bodies, Gragging a and nh 
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P r e Ow — —-— 


1 their mouths: regatdless ef all your 


= cries, and deaf to your entreaties for 


mercy. ---I can find no words to ex- 


limb, or an ear cut off, every body 
mast think painful enough; but that 


is nothing to compare to- the pain of 
; having it dragged, and shook off, by the 
griping teeth of a great beast. But 


inexpressively bad as this is, it still 


fierce by nature, has never 


things; and, perhaps, never having 
had his own ears 80 pulled, d, does not 
reflect upon the torture it oceasions to 


of boys, and. of men; who can be. 80 


mented 


press the torture of it. To have a 


0 might be pardoned in a dog, who by 


| 

|, taughtto consider, the condequenee of 
No | 

| ; 

Eb | be 80 torn. But what must we think N | 
| 


crucl as to OW: us to be thus tor- 


«j́ã—nñ —J—I 
» + TREE 7 e . 
F 
F 8 
- 


1 


. 


x —_— e e only See wy t done | 
F Without preventing it, but also actu- 
ally employ them 

the dogs to do it, by setting them at 
Aus. I do not want to be unreason- 
able, or to say that guine should al- 
ways lave their on way, and never 
be contradicted, but be allowed to go 


75 where ever, or eat vhatever they . vj 
— Pleae; because I know some of ne: 


relations are of a very nasty, greedy 120 


Ives in, teaching 


| nature, and for the sake of getting at 


any roots, or seeds which they lke, 

. will not scruple to grub up the ground ZN 
and do much damage to flowers and 
and plants. Certainly, therefore, there 

can be neither harm or injustice in 


be people taking care of their own gar- 3 


"_— and n and; in case any 3 


7 D- un ünent 


5 ENG TRE: RATIONAL BHOTES; | 


8 impertinent liogs: hoild: enter; to Fi 
drive them out as quick as possi- 


ble, and shut the doors against them. 
But then, would it not be less savage, "Rs 


and more becoming human creatures, | 
to turn them out in a rather more 
civil manner? Could not they be 
brandishing, and smacking a Whip, 
frighten them with the sound of it, 
and the apprehension of feeling it, 
- without. so barbarously setting dogs 
to tear through the gristle of their 
ears? Ol it is a wicked practice! and 
in my opinion, it degrades the person 
who does so, beneath the dignity f - 
the r beast he tortures. Indeed, I! 
have heard my own mistress say the I 
dame. She is a very kind and 1 of 
: equa, and looks well 1 all the 
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to make them all as happy as possible. 
I one day saw her whip alittle boy, 


for pinching a pig's tail, in order to 


make it squeax: O, said she, 1 
berg is your fun, and you like squeak- 
: meak and 


I will make young 
too.“ So she took him up 


1 whipped him heartily; and then big 8 
5 him remember not to hurt pigs, or 5 
any thing else, for the sake of e 8 
ing them squeak and ery out for 
7 mercy, unless he liked to be hurt 
= himself. For,” added she, 6 the pig's 
$ . tail can feel as much as you; and 


| if You donot like tobe hurt, be careful 


not to hurt any thing, that has Wes in - 1 


it, and can feel as well as you.“ 


all ee would but be careful to ; 


teach their Ales: „ Rte, we 5 
| whole creation would be much hap - 


pier than it now is; and I am ure 


would be in as good order. Why : 


now: my masters and mistress's farm; 5 = 
yu is in ten times better order than 


is Jolm Hunks's, whose ground joins 
to ours; when bis cows are to be - 


| milked, + some of the family have to 90 | : 2 | 
half a mile after them, and to drive 3 


them about for an age, before they 


can get them into the cow-house, be- —_— 


cause, poor ereatures, they so much 


dlislike going in, knowing they hall . 
receive a good 1 many hearty blows be- 4 


fore they get out again; whereas, all 
our COWS, the moment they! hear my 
master or mistress call them, come 


Ane to be milked, we giving 5 


i- 
— 1 
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any y farther e to any one. Ad > 


it is the same by the horses, the poul- 
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try, the pigs, and every thing else. 


We all, you know my friends, like to : 


be used well, and love those people, | 


who are kind to us: but if human 


85 creatures, in return for our services, 1 
will only repay us with cruelty; and 


because we do not immediatly under- - 


stand their language, put themselves | 


in passiong, and knock us about, as if 1 | 
we were made of wood; if, LSay, they 


vpe should be wild, sullen, or mis - 
chievous, when we have an opportu - 
nity. But I think I may answer for. 
all my dumb fellow creatures, that if 
Ve are treated gently, and used gene- 
2% oy: there is not one of us, that 


„I 3 ul. 


Will so misuse us, they cannot wonder 


* 


S not be ing t. to 88 all that a Wy 


within our power to my JR assist 
8 müs ters. 
This speech was highly plata. 


by all present. The horse poem 
his assent to the justice of it; the 
co W Wa loud in her lowing of praise; 
the dog barked; the lamb bleated; 


the cat purred; the squirrel Were 1 
and the ass brayed approbation. 


The pigeon then came forward ad i 
b hope my silence, amidst the 


general shouts of applause, that have 


been bestowed on the very: eloquent 


speech of Mr. Hog, will not be mis- 


eonstrued into any contempt of that 
8 worthy gentleman' 8 opinions. 5 But 5 
| oof conscience forbids ty assenting 
to all that . been said 3 5 
124, 105 Fer. 85 ö 3 5 e the 
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: the human race. Some of them, 
1 know, are 'cruel, and misbehave ZR 
themselves. But surely it is doing 
great injustice to condemn them all. 
How, my good friends, should you 
like to be treated in sueh a manner? 
For I suppose you will not deny that 
there are vicious horses, stubborn 
asses, and very zuvage hogs. But 1 
because some of the species are bad, 
is it just to condemn the whole? Iʒt 
is owing; my worthy friends, to pass > 
ing such ungenerous judgments, that 
„ sufferings you complain of are 
80 en Some horses may require 
Severe treatment; and therefore 85 
| mankind; just in the same man- 
ner as you are doing now, class all 
ehe we . ank 
e % Th EW treat 


þ | _ But let us not imitate them in this 


"<A / | | 
. \ a 
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front $a mad; the same as s the 1 


part of their character. Let us, my 
5 friends, be. ut. et us be enero 


We have no reason to wish that all : : 
boys. were destroy ed from off the 
island; but only that the bad ones, 


the cruel ones were removed, : 


my friends, vou must all know, by 88 
pour own experience, that there is 
5 great difference i in the dispositions of x 
the human race. How. gentle and 
uind are come of them to every dum 
| ereature- that they meet with; how 
cruel and tormenting are others. Far -* 
my own part, I have the happiness 
to belong to a family of the good 5H 
kind. My master has fitted US: up A > 


house in the t | 


on 2 3 &- | 


"nes and fürnähes us with eren ne- 
ces8ary we can wish. © | 

children, who' all fraquently visit us; 
but so far are they from coming. to 
torment us, that they never appear 
without bringing us some beans or 


tares, or crumbs of bread, or some- 3 
thing which they know we like. + = 


: therefore, they call Pigy, Pi igy, „ 
we gladly attend the summ 


mons, ane 


instantly fly to them, perehing upon pr 
their hands, their Shoulders, and 


35 their heads, without any apprehen- 
. sion of being hurt by them; but on ; > 5 
the contrary are sure of being stroked 3 


and fed. We are all 50 fond of g- 


ing to them, that sometimes the five = : 
© children are almost covered with us; 
f be che same manner as vou may * 


Th menibier. to have seen the 125 a 1 a 


: wish all boys were rooted out ke 
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dove-house in a sun-shiny day. Have 
we any reason then, think you, to 


5 weeds from the ground ?---though "of 
Vill most heartily join in withing the 
bad ones were. Never shall I forget 


the affliction I oneę suffered from an T! 
act of eruelty from one of them. 1 = = 
was taking a Sort flight with. my WM * 


little young pair, who had just left 5 


the nest, and were beginning to learn 5 y 
to exercise their wings; when 80 WP; 
* boys, who were walking beneath us, a © 
— : one e to anothen Look, there l 
— ͤ no 8 
5 some 'of them down.“ I saw bim il 


_ © . stgop to pick up a handful of stones. 
- 0! . my n be with * 


r 
N 


* 
& -* 


at that instant. . 1 idr, i 


said I, swif ly fly, for mischief is de- 


signed against us. They endeavoured, > 


poor dears, to hasten; but cheir pi- 


nions were so young and weak, that 
| their efforts were vain. They clapped 
their wings faster, but made no way. 
The boy then threw a stone whieh . 
gave me à very severe blow on my . 
side; it made me s stagger, but T-re- 
S joiced' that it struck not my beloved 
young ones. Alas! I had not much 
cause for rejoicing; for the cruel boy Fe 
then'threw another, which instantly - | 
brought « one of my darlings to the 
ground. I saw it fall! and I sa, 
also these boys all run and scuffle to- | 
gether, to pick it up, whilst I heard 
one bag? "MM Have donie Fucks vou Th 
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will kill it 2 lug] it CY Kill it? | 


repeated. the other; why it is almost i 
dead already; what a nige aim you 
have; ; look you: have knocked one of 
its eyes out. Ol my friends, it is 
impossi ible to e what I felt at 
that dreadful moment. I saw it flut- 
ter its pretty wings, and struggle in 
the agonies of death; whilst the cruel 

boys only bobed it into one-another's | 
faces; laughing as if it had been the 
best joke in the world. The little in- 
- noeent I had with me Was 80 terrified, - | 
that it was with difficulty it could 
"Know, on the ving at all; and just as we 
bad arrived at our own abode. where 
had it fallen, it could be of no ser- 
Vice to the boys, as they could not 
be at it in the yard, they threw 
| another 


| e owe; ati ene its thigh. | 
It had power to reach the nest, where 
poor thing, after passing two days 5 
and nights, in the greatest anguish, 
(for a broken limb my friends is ver , 
"= it died a miserable death. _ 
$0 I think you must all allow, that! 
have sufficient cause to join the wish, 
that all bad. boys were out: of- the 85 | 2 
ow „ 3 1 have "80 . 
veel ll never bo 60 er 20 60 1 
condemn the whole human 11 L 
that reason; because I am convi ee 
there is as much difference be tween + 
boy and ogy” e is between bs - 
= Tok Vour ma i vn 2 : _ 
Th abe ad dee. aeg the 1 
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world goes, I have; no great reason 
to complain of my fate, for I leada 


tolerably easy life; but I know 1 


Should be much happier, if it was not 
for the ill⸗ nature of ont young man, 
to whose turn it comes frequently to 
1 fetch me up, and milk me. Very | 
often whilst Lam grazing, or lay- 
5 ing chewing the cud, with my back 
towards him, the izt notice 1 
have that, he wants me; is a gteat || 
_ -blowmithathick stick he has | in his 
mand; and when I get up, instead 
of quictly turning me the way he 
wants me to g0, he runs before my² 1 
eyes, extending both! his arms, and : | 
brandisliing the clab stick, as if he La F: 
e was e (attacks him. 5nd 


7a, 5 
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Then he bangt the-lderoas yt 


to go; striking me as be runs af 


And all this for 'nottiingy but because 
i hi cpuel- method IIa deen 


guilty of sonie Kur had Trxgoded | 


: him with my norns r refused 18 
milked, there would be ome little 
exeuse! for his ill usage; but 


treated in so barbarous dame 3 


” , © «44 
„ 
5 


no cause, is very e Gees 
ben he ties: RE oo ogeth 


. b E 2 5 beben 


* 


for no one reason in the world, but 
because he chuses to do it; quite re- 
gardless of the torture it puts me 
to. After this drives me along 
much faster than Lought to he made 


me across my hocks, and giving me 
bruizes that I feel for several days! 5 


| A r —— = - 
because he eL kick down the milk; 
that to be sure I have done twice, 
when he has been m 


he e pulled and hurt me so, I could 
hardly bear it; added to which, hs 


and to snarl 80 a at me, that 
think he is going 
58 his stick 8 and We fear the blow 
is coming, I cannot forbear movin = 
as far as I can on one side, to avoid it, 
regardless of the pail which stands 
under me; and by that means, I con- 
fess, I have those times I mentioned, 
tumbled it over: upon which, he put 
himself i in such a passion, and beat 


1 Wor the wickedest creature in all the 
8 , 2 £ 1 8 world 
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nilking me, but 
there was good reason why, I did so; 


is So ac customed to kick my Shins, k 


to strike me with 5 


me in as unmereiful a manner, as if L 


Turnips, and SO K 


——— — as 6 
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derer 3 he the Whole fault was — ; 


time entirely his own: When marte 


ing under such undeserved ill creut- 


ment, I confess I have mastheartily: 


wished that there was not a h,]M . 
creature in the- world; and have: 

. thought that the universe. would-be: 
much more perfect without any aueh 


unjust and cruel: | beings in it. But 


then, when my young master ha- 
brought me a nice apple, or sm = 
andly patteddand- oj 


roked: me—when- my mistress has 
milked-me- 80-gently;, and gien me "= 
weet hay to eat the while, and- 


5 Spoken to wpengKdedly, as if 1 hag- 


been child of. 1er- OWN on; When, 


aa, have . in such man- - 
. eee it nne, = 


1 rather be vithout it, and be left to my 


4 4 


on — — 


40 — . ly,” pat the ahi e 5 
: ravelyworse than others; yet Iam of 
Mn Asse opinion that we should do 
much better without them.” For my 
part, I do not want any of their assis- 
_ tance. My master and mistress, * 
dare say, think they are very! kind to 
me; and I will do them the justice to 
believe, that they really intend to be 
: 20; but all their kindness is so disa- 
greeable to me, that T had ten times 


own care, I was born in a ver) "yy 
barn, and had just begun to enjoy the 
compatiy of my twin brother, and to 
rejoice in the society of my mother; 
whe: one evening, qust aſter abo had 


10 . 1 ee : 


| hands and knees towards us. My: 
, brother in his 3 Scrambled away 


5 een a apging'u 


"| 
,, 
Ks ; 


2 —— a great matt 3 


mounted a ladder, and came up to the 
top of the unthreshed corn, where we 


were 3 eee e talkin ng tor: | 


ment.” - He then advanced on his 


| ng Lan 3 ny — of 8 E 
: hien, from that time to this; as for 


f, L was carri away by my . 
wings over my back; Whilst the wow 7 


6 „„ "them, | 
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thin _+ carried down the laden 
where two children, a little girl and 
; boy, were waiting with great impa- 
tience ſor me. O Here it comes; 
_ here it comes, they exclaimed, clap= 
ping their hands, and jumping as 
1 they spoke; — Let me see it first; 
let me haye it; ;” they both called 
out at the same instant. I can- 
not give it to you both at once, 
said the man, you must have it 
etvi rt you; Miss Betsy shall be its 
mamma, and you Johnny its papa, 
and a beautiful child you will have 
af it; I. would not keep such a 
frightful . creature for the world.“! 
© Frightful, do you call it, —_ 
the little girl I am sure I never 
saw wy 5 pretty y creature in all _ 
Th 185 : lite. 7 
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_ life. How white it is! How N it - 
is! And only look at its beautiful 
great eyes; hy they are as large as 


the black buttons upon your jacket, 


John. Pray let me have it, for I shall 
| love it above all things.” Lane Welt; 
hold your lap for it Miss,“ said the 
man, and much good may it do you 
| to Es it. 7 +45] I was then put into 
the little girls 1 frock, which che held 

up to make a bag to carry me in 7 
and away she ran (jolting me almost 
to death with the motion) to shew 
me to her mother, and other friends | 
. within doors. Here 1 again hea 
rious opinions respecting my beauty 
and deformity; some thinking me 
extremely ugly, whilst others de- 
* 11 was uncommonly „ IF, 
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and bad, something eka — 


and majestie in my-countenance. ' 1 


no thought I had madꝰ my escape; 
for flying, or rather tumbling from 

the table on which I had been placed 
to be examined by every one, 1 
scrambled beneath a very large book - 
case, Which was so close to the 
ground, there was scarce room for 
me to squeeze myself under. went 
to the back part of it, and was not 
a little delighted by: hearing Betsy 
and John declare; as as they laid their 
cheeks down on the floor to look 
after me, that they should never be 
able to get me again. They then 
> attempted to reach me with their 
arms; but the book - case stood 580 
low, that they could not possibly 


D 
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. orf chin any furthertwain't to ihe 5 =} 
of their elbows, which was very dis- 
tant from the place I stood at. 0¹ 
What shall we do?” said they, as 
| they peeped Sideways under : 1 Let | 
us get a stick and poke it out.” They 
then fetched a stick, with the end 
of which they gave me some severe 
raps across my toes and legs, but still 
their ue were all in vain to re- 


move me. Come my dears, let it 


alone, pry their mother, „it will 


come out by and by, when it is hun- 


gry, if you leave off teazing it. Do 
you think whilst it sees vou both lay- 

ing there, and tormenting it withthat 
stick, it will ever come to you.” _ 


1 % Hut it will be starved, mamma, 


arid 2 little boy, „it 2 better 
G have 


be smashed to death there. In- 


—— IE 4««“4h̃ a hatdaed 
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4 had stayed in itn own nest, than to 


deed it had,“ replied his mamma, 

I wish you had not taken the poor 
thing from its mother. How Should 
Jou like that a stranger should take 

you away some morning whilst I 
was gone to market to get your din- 
ner? O! that would be shock - 


3 ing, indeed,” said the child but 


do you think mamma, that this poor 
little creature, and its mother, feel so 
sorry as you and I should, if we were 2 
to be so separated? I do not,” re- 
plied his mother, T suppose they have 
all the same sad melancholy reflec- 
tions which we should have upon 5 
such an occasion; yet, there is no 
doubt, but that when the mother re- 
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| thrks with a monthifut of fi which ; 
she has been taking cada to fetch 
for her brood, she will be dreadfully © 
distressed to find her nest forsaken, 
and her poor little young ones taken 
away. And do you not suppose 3 
that the young one, which is now _ 
panting under the book- case, must 
be in a dreadful state? It has always 
been used to lay soft and quiet in the 
nest where it was hatched; thinx 
then what its distress must be, to be ö 
pulled about by a number of strange 
hands, and now to be gone into that 
cold hard place to hide itself from 
you.“ But why,” enquired Johnny, 
5 should it want to hide itself fromm 
us? I am sure we would not hurt it, = 
0 - or 228 it | any harm—we intend , 
= ee take : 
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takballthe care tliat is poatible of, is 2 
and feed it, and nurse it, as much 
as if it was our on child. Ah!? 
said his mother, all your care will 
not make it half so happy as if you - 
| had let it stay in its nest till it was 
Gow enough to take care of itself.“ 
Dear mahms, if you indeed think 1 
15 that is the case“, said Betsy, we 
ö will put it back again; for though ' 
Should like to have it above all things, 
vet I should be sorry to keep it to 5 
make it unhappy.” There is a 
good girl,” said hs: mamma, I 
think it would be much the best and 
kindest thing you could do with it.“ 
Fut how shall we get it out?ꝰ aid 
Johnny Both the children then 
again Had themselves on the floor to 
. . N Go look | 


bread, which Betsy was eating, to- 


kak 11 meg EPs otding A dit of 


wards me, called Owley, Owley, 


come my pretty beauty, we will not 
hurt you, come and eat, and we will 


carry you back to your own mother.” 
I as going to advance towards them, 
encouraged: 0 to do by hearing! 

vas to be restored to my beloved 
parent, when an older boy entered 
| the n and immediately entuired Ny 


where the owt Was, | which he! bad 
bend wür itahrn, 


uit nas got 
under this dook-case,” repliett ee 
and we cannot get it, but as so%“I 
a8 it comes out, we are going to take 
it back again to the nest. . Wllat 
should you take it again to the nest 
for?” said he. 12 W replied 
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the little girl, 8 my mamma says 1 FS; 


maother will be so unhappy to have 
lost it!“ Pough ! fiddle upon its 
1 mother „Said he, «© I dare to Say she 5 
_ vill soon get over her affliction, and 
have another young family. Besides, 
be are so wise, that she will be 
able to bear the loss of a child, with- 
out breaking her heart about it; it 
will be a thousand pities to take it 
back again. Do pray madam,” 
said he, turning himself to his mo- 55 
te permit us to keep it.“ „n 
| may keep: it if you please,” replied - 
1 mother, „though I must say it 


is, in my opinion, a cruel thing to 
take away the young from any bird ! 


| But pray if you do keep it, take care 
of it and _ not 9 it about and burt 4 
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N Hurt it, ee te 5 
= pak I foundafterwards was his name 
I would not hurt it for the world 
but come young squire Owlet, let us : 
have a peep at your honour:”- He 


then laid his face on the carpet to 


ook at me. Io, ho, said he, 

4 you are in the pouts are yon, Sir, 
55 do not chuse to shew ydurself? 
80 J beg the favour of your worship 
to walk out, fc for Imust and will hare 
a look at you.“ But he will not 
come out, Said Johnny. fee Don t 
tell me he rill- not, replied his bro- 
; ther, 8 1 will 2 make r him, whether he 


= likes i it or not. 1 Should never have 


thought of a young owl's presu- 
ming to say he wil! not, when I say 
* al, He then. left che om. 
J 8 
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Aa long stick, with a hooked head to 


| it. © Now,” said he, again laying 
* himself upon the ground, we will 
1 soon see what this little animal Will 

do or not.“ He then poked the 
hooked end of the stick under the 
5 book-case, which sdon caught hold 
of my legs, and he dragged me out 
in spite of all my endeavours to keep 


| back; but not without most violently 


from my retirement, and found all 


. 
$i... 8 
"= 2 - 


but shortly after returned, bring ging 


hurting the joints of my legs by o 
by doing. The moment I was taken 


hope of returning to my mother was 

at an end, J once more resolved to 

exert myself to the utmost- to make 

my escape; I lay on my back and 

| Kigked and dcratched, and bit the 
it e hands 9 
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Bade which held me, but all = 


| purpose, F wes only. put into a 


uncomfortable posture; for 1 was. 


then held suspended by my two 


wings, in the same manner as I had | 


been before, till my joints were al- 
most twisted out of their Sockets; 
and I had so scratched the neck of 
my kind little mistress, who wanted 
to return me to my nest, that her 
55 mother charged her not to touch me 


again; indeed, I felt concerned at 


the sight of her wounds, when I con- 


sidered that she would have restored 5 


me to liberty had not her elder bro- 
ther prevented her. It was now 


thought necessary I should be fed; 


but such stuff they erammed me with 5 7 
awe before a ä * called 
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Bo it raw meat; — Uh ey A” 3 by | | 
wh did not know; but, to be sure, 


raw meat is most dreadful food, 5 2 


though I have now got better re- 5 
conciled to it from constant use, than 


I then was, when J had just left my 


mother, and those nice dinners and 5 
Suppers she used to provide for me 


in the barn. I observed that they 


crammed me, for that indeed they 5 
did in a very painful manner. The 


biggest boy used to take hold of my 


nose with one hand, and my under- 
Jaw. with the other; then pulling 1 
them open like a snuff-box, held 
them extended, whilst one of the 
other children poked down my throat 
large lumps of the raw meat. I was 
b ew put into a e basket ca 


| (in 3 
F : 2 ; 8 * 
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Gin. which, L understood, a Nec 


bird had died two days before) and 


Hung up in the kitchen beſpre a great 
| blazing fire, which very nearly roast- 


ed me to death, as well as almost 


blinded me dy t the glare of i it, Here 

I was left to meditate. upon my 
| wretched situation; and dreadful in- 
deed were my sufferings both of body 
and mind n my food disagreed 


my stomach, the heat weakened my 


Whole frame —the light to which 1 
was exposed tortured my eyes and 


the continual noise of the servants 


: talking, distracted me with the head- 23 
ache. I was; it-hourly expegtation 
and hopes. of following the black- :- 
bird, whose hause 1 inhabited, when 


8 Sat vn doe mended, by 
n; ã ĩͥLſ 8 


i 
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| the compassion of the conchman, 
who: declared that” owls were never 

designed to be? kept in kitchens; 5 
they ought, he said, to live in barns 

b or hay. lofts and n ot in a cage; and 


he gave it as his positive opinion, 


that if I remained there two days 
longer, I should certainly be killed. 
Accordingliy I'was committed to his 
charge, and passed my time as hap- 
. _pily as 1 could 2x7 ep to do, Beef 


| Hop ache acl [a besides 


the raw meat, E frequently was re- 


galed with a young mouse, which 


I had ingenuity enough to catch 


whenever one came to rob the oat-⸗ | 
* for 1 was released from the 


| . 


W 255 had — to fly . 
the stable and/hay-loft./ It is a sad 
thing, my friends, for any one not 
to be de. when their state is 
tolerably ortable, although it is 
gh 90, pr bappy a8 they men Yo 
5 e 57 . e ear- 
nestly recommend you all to be sa- 
tisfied with your condition, provided 
had been so; Lmight then have lived 
on at my ease in the stable; instead 
of which, I am now. conſined again 
almost all day in the same cage, and 
ni suffered now: and then to eome 


1 aut oro. stretch * wings and legs | 13 


to: move b abut] in. * But; iovatiafied 
with the confinement. of the stable 


8 ſn hay-loft, I made niy escape se- 
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veral times when the door was left, 
open; so that the coachman, 'who _ 
had been my best friend, advised 
Miss Betsy to put me in the cage 
again, for fear 1 should be lost. 

And vou had better, said he, 


| le, or it will 
. certainly, some day or other, give 1 
Fou the slip and fly away. A large 
pair of scissars were immediately 5 
etched; the coachman held me tignt 


round my body, while my wings were 
8 stretehed wide out, and all the ends 


_ the feathers cut off close to the 5 
Os pimions. | Vnconscious of the effect 1 
1 ow ae vould have wu me, 


| the ae the man 115 go hs. grasp, 8 
(which really had hurt me a good 
deal) I attempted to fly as usual, and 
took a spring up; but instead of be- 
ing able to support myself in the air, hs 
as I had been accustomed to do, 
down I fell upon my breast and beak” 
Poor dear fellow, said the little 1 


1 hope, you have not hurt vour- 
self? Come, poor thing, I will put 


safe; you shall not be hurt any 
more —1 will take care of vou, that 


| house, poking my head in at a small IT | 3 
door as she spoke, get in, my dear, ; 0 


VVV 
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girl, taking me up and kissing me, 
you into your cage, and keep . 5 | 


J will. Ther e get into Four nice 


2 


and 1 will fetch you some food.“ 
"the then left me, and I trembled 9% 
"_ e the bag on 5 ef 
6 1 . 


Thad Ct ago _ Sony Ih 
2 that when she returned . 8 


Sha dir 8 with cold; 


and eee kindly,” as she thought, 
hung my cage up in the basking sun. =] 
The distress and pain this put me to, 
was greater than can be supposed by 
any one whose eyes are not like those 
of the owl race, formed only to be 
used in the gloom of the evening; F 
thought I should have quite lost 1 my 
senses, the effect was so great upon 5 
my brain; and I certainly could not 
have long supported it, had not Bet- 
SV mother passed by and taken com- 
passion on me. * My dear, said 
she, calling to her little girl, who 5 
was it hung this poor creature up in 
ess sun? lor 1 's alte do take it 
JJV 4 is 


\ 


| | damm, and Es it some Where i in the 
shade and cool; it will; be roasted 
alive if it stays here. . Owls should 


the dark instead of this glaring 
ght. Do they, mamma p“ said 
Betsy, 1 did not know that; I put 
it there to warm it, because it looked 
so miserably cold; but if vou think 
it would be more comfortable, Tam. 
sure J will hang it in the shade, and 
to keep it m H pete ee 
over the cage. It does not want 
any thing to ar it warm, I dare to 
say, replied the mother, I think 
1 it must be warm enough now, for it 
„ half roasted by the sun, do let * 
enjoy a little fresli air, poor thing. 
5 1 was 80 W l faint and ill, chat 


; 15 
* 


5 E wry 
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never be in the sunshine; 7 they love 


Bb 


my feathers stood out rough, as you | 
. know, my friends, our hairs and fea- 

a thers are all apt to do when we are 
indisposed. This my little mistress 
still concluded was occasioned by 
58 cold; she therefore was determined — 
to warm me in some manner or other, 
and she fetched a great coat of her 
father's, and hung oyer all the cage, 4 
Bo that it was with difficulty I could 

then fetch my breath for want of : 

- sufficient air; however, my pain was 
less acute than when in the glaring 
sunshine. She kindly put plenty „ 
ra meat into my cage with me, but og, 
I TI was so extremely ill that 1 had no 
| appetite, and could not touch one” 
mouthful. After 1 had been smother- E 3 
Iu ed 0p” for "ome: Hours” in 8 com- 
8 5  fortless 1 25 
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fortless stute, e Bee and J Fan 
to visit me; but, finding I had not 
eaten the food: that had been left with, 
me, they pronounced that I was Sulky, 
because confined i in. the cage instead 
of being i in the stable. e He will be 
starved . he does not eat, 11 one 
of the children to the other. Per- 
5 haps, ” Said John, he did not see the 
| victuals in the dark. He then, with 5 
5 his fingers, held a bit to my mouth; 
but my : stomach was so much disor- | 
dered that I could not accept his 
offer. * 10 You must- eat, my love,” 
| Said Betsy, Bs you will be sick if you 
do not. Here, let me hold it to him, 


Tbs, may-be he will take it jj nd 3 


She then took a bit of raw 5 
me in her hand, and stroked about 


. 
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.my beak with it; but the very — 


of it was displeasing to me. < Well,“ 
aid she if you da not knaw how. 
to eat now you are in your cage, be- 
cause you have not been used to it 
for some time, I will take you out 
and feed you, my dear, for eat to be 
sure you must, or vou will die.” She 
then dragged me out through the 
same little door that I went in at, 
and, setting down an the ground. 
took me in her lap; and holding me 
by the nose, (as you may, in your 
different families, have seen naughty 


children served WHO will. not take 


their physic), she kept my jaws open 
whilst John crammed down my 


ſttmroat, as far as he could push his - 


= 9 fin ger, Several hair of * ran meat. 


2 15 


| In my kicking and railing 1 to n 
loose from this torture; I tore Betsy's | 
frock; - and terribly 'scratched- her 
hand, the pain of which obliged her 
to let me go; and while she and her 
brother were looking at the wounds 
I had given her, and were trying to 
stop the blood, (which I understood, 
by what they said, flowed very fast), 
1 very happily made my escape, and 
hid myself in a little dark corner be- 
hind a water-tub, which stood close 
by. Here I stayed the remainder of 
the day, free from being tormented 
by my mistress's judged kindness. 1 
had scarcely concealed myself from 
the children before 1 heard _ 
: anxiously enquiring after me, and 
Were 1 ne every place 
or 5 e £46 "Av 


if 
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place where I was hidden—once tho 0 


quently they passed an d'r 


stopped to. peep behind the tub, but 


as it stood in the shade they could 
not see me; and very glad was Ito 
bear them say, it was impossible . 
could be got into 80 small a crack as 
that was. After they had spent much 
time in seeking for me to no pur- 


; pose, they went away; and 1 05 tired 


with the various fatigues I had uh? 
dergone, fell into a sweet sleep, froin 
which I did not awake till very late . 
in the evening. Finding then every 4 


thing quiet about me, and nobo 


stirring in the garden, I ventured 

out, and picked up a few slugs, ank 

other fen Which E Wow most. 
| OG delicious oy 
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| detivious food. Mb soon as thei sun 
began to rise I retired back to my 
hiding- place, and again passed the 
day in peace; not daring to move 
out, till all of the human race were 
| cafe in their beds. In this manner I 
9 8 spent several days, and might have 
continued to have done so till my 
wings were again grown, had not : 
my impatience to improve my state, 
and enjoy still more liberty, reduced — | 
me to my present bondage, from N 
which I do not expect ever to be re 


leased. One evening, neglecting to 
take the precaution I had always 5 
done before, of not venturing out in 
search of food, till all the lights in — 
1 5 dwelling house were extinguished, * 
by on forth from my little e re. 25 4 


2 3 


treat as 00h 45 1 3 every bo 


had left the garden. I walked about 
very briskly, and found a dainty; re- 


past of young frogs, on which 1 
feasted most charmingly; aſter I 


had eaten them, I felt 80 invigorated 


a 


that I thought I could easily m 


my escape by climbing into a 


high tree, from which 17 fancied, I. 
should be able to fly to some dis- 


tance, and perhaps might meet with 
some of my relations; for, though 9 
now lived free from being teazed by 


any of the human race, yet it was a : 
very melancholy state to be always 
Nn without one sin gle ereature e 


to speak to. Accordingly, by de- 
grees I clambered to the top-most 


Manch of a lofty Walnut tree; M 
Ke seeing 
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| seeing one of my kindred fly slowly 
by, I screamed out, begging he 
would have compassion upon me, 
and at least come and sit by me and 
advise me which way I had better 
direct my course. Unfortunately a 
gentleman who loved walking by 
moon-light, was in the next garden; 
and hearing my voice, he looked to 
the place from whence it proceeded 5 
and saw me setting exalted on the 
tree. He knew that little Betsy, and 
Johnny, had been in search after 
me, and directly out of kindness to 
them, tho regardless of my feelin 95, 8 
sent them word that I was perched 
in ths great walnut; tree. The chil 
dren were delighted with the ein 
wants! and their brother RS 
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3 honed of his life climbed *be 
tree, for the sake of again having 
me in his possession. With horror 
I heard the children talking of me 
at the bottoin of the tree, and be- 
held their brother advancing to- 
wards me; I sat still, till he had got 
so close to me, as to be able with a 
pole to reach me, when he gave me 
so many hard thrusts, as I clung by 
my tallons upon the branch, that I 
was at length obliged, in order to 
prevent my being sadly bruised, to 
let go my hold, and endeavour to 
fly to a distance. But, alas! my 
poor clipt wings were unable to 
bare me through the air, - and of 
fell down amidst a plantation of 


3 in the. garden. Happi be 
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5 the Daun of the potatoes pere 
my being so much hurt as I other- 
wise must have been, though 1 was 


so giddy by f falling in so quick a man- 
ner, that 5 cle: not recover suffi- 


ciently to hide myself fr om my mis- 


tress, w who very soon found me out, 
and kissing me most affectiorately, : 


again conveyed me to my cage. - 8 


Finding every attempt to better my 
condition has only rendered it worse, 
I begin to learn to submit with more 

patience to my unhappy lot. Melan- 
choly, indeed is my situation! yet 1 


must do the family 1 live with the 
justice to say, that it is not their i in- 


tention to make me wretched ; on the 
contrary, they seem very fond of me, 
_ and try all they” can to > do what they 
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Hhink n We me n trtz e But 
what comfort can any being enjoy, 
shut up from all society, banished 

from every friend, and doomed to 

pass its days in perpetual solitude and ; 

silence? For though my little master | 1 5 

and mistress talk to me a great deal, 

vet their conversation affords me no 
satisfaction, nor can I at all make 
them understand my language. But 
I beg your pardon, my friends, for 
thus long detaining 1 you with my his- 
tory —I will not intrude another 
moment on your patience, but hope 
Some one will favour us with their 
adventures, Which may prove more 
entertaining to the company than 

7 any thing I. have Said can ren 

Have done.” a eee 
e | Ms 8 55 re 
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8 1 Tivo. my word,” said the n | 


who rose next from her seat, 1 
much fear we shall none of us be | 
able to afford any thing more inte- 


resting to the public, than what 5 


have related: my history will run 
much in the same strain. Like you, 
I was forcibly taken from my mother 
at a very tender age; I vas just able to oh 


run ? alone, and began to be delighted 


with the fond attentions uf my mo- 
ther, Who used to indulge me with c 
letting me play with her tail, which 
she would wisk backwards and for: 


wards on purpose for my entertain- 
ment, when, one day while inno- 


_ cently employed at that diyersion, 9 5 
I was picked off the ground by some 
"_ I did not * who awe 4 2 
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me into a basket, which was instantly 5 
shut close upon me, and notwith- 
standing my pitiful cries, I was car- 
_ ried for a considerable time, Jolting 
along, till Tarrived at the house where 
I now reside. I was then taken from 
my confinement, and let to run about | 


the room, cr rather I should say, 


creep about, for I was 80 alarmed 


on finding myself entirely amongst 0 


strangers, and in a new place, that I 
Had no spirits to run, or be ver _ 
brisk; and only sought to hide myself 
under the chairs, or amidst the ashes 
in the hearth. From this latter place 


J was presently sent out with a threa, 
that if I went there again, I should 


have a switch brought to whip me 


EE: from goingv within the: en After 
| 5 SIR : IM 


3 7: had e ann ho miretably £3 


for some time, a little > girl came run- 
ning in from school, "who no $00ner 


' beheld me than she caught me in 
her arms, - and held me with her two 
hands round my body to examine the 
colour of my eyes. I cried most pi- 
; teously, which gave her an opportu- 5 
nity to see my teeth, which she ad- 


mired for their smallness and heau- 


; tiful whiteness; ; and, after having 


| kept me in that uneasy posture whilst 1 
she endeavoured to count them, she 
put me upon her neck, holding down _ 


her cheek upon my back, and calling 
me by 4 thousand tender names. 


pr She then put me into a little cradle 


and began to rock me, 5inging * 
5 ches same time: ö 
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N pretty kitten quiet lie, 


For you shall live with me; 
And prithee, do not mew and cry, 
Since 1 will fondle thee. | 


ad Ty fetch some ith in Daly s cup, 
1 With crumbled bread and meat: 
| Nay, you with me on cake 5 chall up, 
0 bits of chicken eat. 


: Then stil my pretty kitten he, 

And pray don't mew again: 

ON: 1 cannot bear to hear you cry; 
Lour sorrow gives me N 


Notvithstanding she sung these 


words in the sweetest voice, I could 
not forbearmewing sadly, and scram- 
bling out of the cradle as fast as pos- 
sible. She then took me up, and 
holding me tight with both her 
hands, one of which was grasped 

round m neck to Prevent my get 
e 1 £2) 
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tinge out of her lap, she sat en on 
a little chair, and rocking backwards 
. and forwards, sung the same words 
'| over and over; till at last, tired with _ 
7 the fatigues I had gone through, 1 
| really did fall fast asleep in her lap. 
How long my nap lasted I cannot 
day, but upon waking I found my- 
|| elf much refreshed, and my spirits 

greatly composed, though my heart 


| felt bitterly afflicted at the separa- 
| 8 tion from my mother. I began also 
) to be very hun gry, never having 
5 ll been 80 long in my life without 
ö 


; [ Sa sucking, Y and Was glad to have | 
5 1 5 my mistress (for such 1 found the | 
=] little girl was to be) hold to me 


ga cup of milk in her lap. It was 
the first time I had ever drank in | 
that manner, abvays before having 
[ 11 „ Net 5 received ; 1 


[ 
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8 received my -nourkliment fron: my ; 
beloved mother: I therefore could | *' 
. make a very hearty meal, 1. 

did not understand how to lap with- 
out choaking myself every time I 

put my mouth into the cup; how- 
I ever, I managed to get enough to 
abate the pain in my stomach, which 
my hunger had occasioned ; and my 
mistress also gave me some meat, 
which she kindly took great pains to 
mince very small for me. At night, 
when she went to bed, she took me 
up stairs with her, and put me inside Fe: 
of a muff to keep me warm. I did 
not at first like being pushed into 
such a little hole, but as she would 

not let me get aut, I found it was 8 

vain to attempt it, and again I for- 
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got all my Sorrows in a nice. sound 


sleep, from which I did not awake 


till my mistress in the morning put 
her hand into the muff to feel for 
me, saying at the same time, I 
am afraid it must be dead, for I do 
not hear it cry, and I do not think 
it has stirred all night.“ She then 
dragged me out, though not without 
hurting me a good deal, for, being 
awakened in so sudden A manner, 
and not knowing what was gaing to 
be done with me, I clawed hold with 
my nails as fast as I could of e 
lining of the muff, so that pulling 
me out hurt my toes a good deal. 
Again I cried upon being so roughly 
handled, and again my mistress 
soothed and stroked me, calling me 
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her beauty, and her dear darling. 


When she went to breakfast, she sat 


me upon the table, and let me lap out 


of her spoon; and I was beginning 
to be comforted by her kindness, 


when a servant coming in to bring a 
toast, roughly pushed me off the ta- 


ble: —I should certainly have been 


much bruised by the fall, had I = 
caught hold of the table cloth, and _ 


hung by my claws: this, in some 


degree saved me; but the man, in 
a very ill- natured manner, gave me 
a slap whilst I was so hanging, and 

forcibly pushed me on to the carpet. 
My mistress caught me up to her 


bosom, exclaiming at the same time | 


in a very angry tone, how can you 
| do 80, J ames? you cruel. creature! 


1 wonder | 


[ud 
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5 Wonder how you would like to be 
knocked down so. I wish somebody 
would come and give yousuch a blow, 
tat 1 Why, what would 


you have me to have done, miss? 


replied the man; © What do you 


think your papa and mamma would 


say, to come and see the cat upon 
the table- cloth?“ They would not 
say any thin ng to Jon, ” replied Fanny, 
« for such was my mistress's name: 
therefore you need not trouble your 
head about it: it is no business of 
yours, and 1 beg you will never 
touch the kitten again as long as you 

live.“ Not touch the kitten, said 

the man, indeed, miss, I will touch 

it whenever please; and 1 will break 
ite neck too, if 1 Pene if it comes | 
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in my way, @ little toad!“ © You 
U-natured, b -for-nothing, cross, 
5 cruel man, said my mistress, 1 
am sure you deserve? But 
what she was going to pronounce, he 
deserved, I do not know, as at that 
moment her papa and mamma en- 
tered the room, and the Servant left Mp 
OS. Good morning to you, my 4 3 | 
E little Fanny!“ said her papa. | 
She made no reply. © Why, what 
1s the: matter with my little Fanny ?” 1 
rejoined. her father. Fanny, th | 
tears in her eyes, replied, J ames © | 
5 calls my. kitten a. toad; and he 
knocked. it down off the table, and | 1 ; : 
he says he will do 80 whenever he 4 
pPaleases, and break its neck too, if he by 
. likes * 8 is that all?” Said her * 5 
EN. babe = 
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papa, giving r a kiss as s he poke; 
do not distress yourself about that — 
he will not hurt her he only says so 
to teaze you; but do not you be rude _ 
Tp about the kitten. I dare to say you 
1 ; . said something to provoke and make 
him angry, or he would not have 
told you so.“ Fanny then related 
very exactly all that had passed be- 
tween the footman and herself. Her 
parents then gave her some good ad- 
vice respecting her behaviour, and 


that she should at all times speak 5 
with civility. to every, body, if she 
wished them to treat her kindly,, or 
to have a good opinion of her. Mhen i 

Fanny to 80 to schogl, . which. she. 
{ke „ | Was 


reminded her how necessary it was 


breakfast was over, it was time for . 4 


was very deft” to'do, upon the 
account of leaving "mee Ste did 
not doubt, she said, „but James 
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would come in, IE hurt her kitten 
before her return.“ No, no, 9 re- 
plied her mamma, „James will not' ? 
hurt it: J will take care of it come, 
put it in my lap—I will nurse it fot 
you.” Then do not let it go once 


out of your lap till I come home 
again,” said Fanny, O! I do not 
promise that, replied her mother. 


J cannot pretend to sit still the 


whole time to nurse the kitten, but 
I will take very good care of it; so 
go along, my dear, or you will be 
too late. Aye, trot away,” sa Said 
her papa, or the misses will call you 65 


« lididy, lodady, ten o'clock Scholar- | 
MW : dy | 


Ry TALKING ANIMALS... 1 
day.”. 11 5 not that what they — 110 
lazy girls at your, school who come 
late? Fanny only smiled; and kiss- 
ed her papa and mamma, and me 
too very tenderly, before she went 
away, I. continued. for some time 
very comfortable in the lady's. lap, 
3 little ball of thread rolled off 
: the table by which she was working. 
It turned round 80 prettily as it fell 
on the floor, that I could not forbear 
the inclination 1 felt of going after = 
it; so slidin g myself down, I ran to 
it, and enjoyed a most delightful 
game of play with it, unwinding all 
the thread as I tost it from one side 
of the room to the other, before 
Mrs. Hopkins discovered what I was 
: about. As soon as she saw how 1 
| 12 was 
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Was pepe 00 Vou little beast,“ 
she exclaimed, What mischief are 
you about?” Then getting up, she 
took it away from me, saying at the 
same time, Fou little monkey, 1 


will chop your head off if you serve 


me such tricks! Do you see how 
Fou have tangled, and Spoiled all my 
thread?“ Her husband smiled, and 
said, I am sure, my dear, it is 
worth, a skein of thread to see how / 
prettily she played with it; ; you had 
| better let her have it again ;—but if 
vou will not, I will make a play- | 


thing on purpose for puss. He then 


i cut a cork into a round ball, and ty- 
ing a packthread to it, rolled that 
before me. I accepted his Kindness, 5 
* to be sure, 1 did not think 
* : 
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it half 80 entertainin g as the thread. : 


From this time I began to enjoy m. 
tress was so exceedingly fond of me, 


that I could not help having a great 


love for her, though to be sure she 
very often teazed, and even hurt me 
sadly by her kindness as she called 
it. One time. she took it into her 
head that I should catch cold if 13 


went out of the house without some- 


thing being put on me to keep 1 me: 
warm; so she made me a cloak with 1 
a hood to it, and little bags for my 
ears. This I was to be 5 up in 
every time I.stirred; and though 1 5 

am well convinced she did not. mean 
to. hurt me, yet she very frequently 55 
aer as 3he pulled my ears, to put. 


TH 7 them. l 
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them into their: hoods, as hs called 
them; besides, she tied the cloak 


much tighter round my throat and 


: body than was agreeable. Then she 


made a spencer for me; and my fore 


pas were to be crammed into little 


sleeves every time zhe chose I should 


1 


wear it, which was also a very uneasy. 
job. At last my patience was so tired 
out by these troublesome dresses, that 
* I kicked and scratched every time 
she attempted to put them on; this 
she thought necessary to punish; "rg 


and, making a little rod, she whipp@ 6 
me heartily. In struggling to get 


| from her, I gave her a great scratch 


down her face and neck. which 


obliged Her to let me go, and away 


I ran, determined in my own mind 


nere 
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never to let her play with me again. She 


was wiping the blood from the wounds 
I had given her, when her mamma 
came in; and seeing her s0 terribly 
., clawed, she enquired: how it hap- 
pened. „What have you been do- 
ing? said she, „ am sure the cat 
would not have scratched you in that 
manner, had you not been teizing - 
it. I am sure, replied 1 
she scratched me first for nothing; 
1 Was only putting on her spencer | 
and she has lately got into such a 
bad habit of scratching every time 
Jo to dress her, that I thought I had 
better whip her a little to make her 
leave it off; but I did not intend to 
do her any harm, or. whip her yery 
bard. Pough! nonsense!“ re. 
9185 : * 
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pled Mis. Hopkins, (6. 1 think: She Fe 
sServyed you quite right; I wish she 
would scratch you every time you | 
go to dress her, as you call it. You | 
pretend sometimes to be very f fond of 
ber, and are prodigiously angry if 
any body speaks cross to her; but 
vou teize her ten times more your- 
self, by dressing her up so foolish- _ 
px, and contrary to nature. Cats do 
not require clothes — they are suffi- 
Liently covered with hair; and to tie 
them up in cloaks and spencers, is as 
b disagreeable to them, as it would be 
to you if I was to put you on a stiff 
leathern case over your head, face, | 
and neck. Besides, if you go on | 
doing so, the kitten, instead cf lovi ing 
You, will never like to be ncar you at 
jjͤĩ²˙ 
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. 


all, or to come when you call it, "or 
Valk in the garden with you.” # Do 
you think then, mamma,” said the 


. child, „ had better let her 80 ths ” 


out any thing to' keep her e 2 


| make her look pretty?“ 76602 Ves, 4 
great deal, answered her mother. 


„Well, then,“ said Fanny, 5 SE will 
never put them on again.” You ' 
may suppose I was rejoiced to hear 
this, as I kept snug beneath a large 


side-board which stood 1 in the room; * 


not only as I found J should be re- 


nReved from the continual teizing of 

being dressed, but like wise as it con- 
firmed me in the good opinion T had 
of my little mistress, when I heard 
her 80 instantly resolve to follow her 


mother 8 advice; as certainly: nothing 


a can 


i 


1 
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can give a better proof of - a | child's | n p 
good disposition, than to see them 1 
willing to give up their own: fancies 5 5 
upon the advice of their parents and _ = 
wiser friends. F anny then took out y 
of her play-box my spencer and i 
cloak, and holding the latter up 3 0 
the two ear cases, said, © Is it not a 1 
very nice cloak, mamma? Look 0 
how neatly I have made it = 3 
does it not look pretty with this blue t 

_ fringe round the hood and ears? i 
„The work you have put upon. it,” = YT t 

| replied Mrs. Hopkins, is neat + I 
.enough, to be sure; but 1 really 11 
Cannot say J think it altogether looks Wl 1 
very pretty.” Not pretty!” said x 
Fanny with hn. «© pray 2 
then look a the ana is not tha : 


F a 


V 
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— Have 1 not wat. on a wy 
Httle cape? and are not these little 
buttons and the Sleeves neatly done?” 


« Aye,” said her mamma, it is all 


very neat, but a sad contrivance, bes. 


ing only calculated to teize a poor 


cat and then to think of whipping 


her because she did not like it, was 


15 cruel indeed. I should have thought 


you had too much love for your 


ten to use her in that manner; and. 
indeed I should have hoped you had 
too much humanity to have used any 
poor dumb animal so unkindly. Was 


it any fault of the cat not to like to 
be muffled up in those clothes: and 
should you like to be whipped when 


you had been guilty of no crime?“ 


1 8 hear what Fanny said in 


bz „ 


r 


DT 
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reply ; but. she s $00N i after came e and . 
tenderly called me as she stooped 
down to peep at me. I had so much 
disliked the pain I suffered whilst she 
was whipping me, that, unable to 

recover my entire confidence in her = 
promises, I for some time refused to 


accept her invitation and go to hen 
At last, however, I slowly moved to- 


Wards her hand, which she held out 
towards me; and in order to make LT 
me amends for her past behaviour, 
she fetched me a nice large piece of . 
cold boiled mutton, e fed me 
mouthful by mouthful from her own 6 
fingers. After this, she took me into 
her lap, 8troked me, and shewed 
every sign of the most tender regard; 
auring me at the same time, that! 
5 Should =_ 
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should never wear br er Spencer or 


cloak again, it I did not like it. Our 
reconciliation was now quite com- 
pleat; and I must do her the justice 


to say, she has never either whipped 


me, or wilfully teized me, from that 
time to this, though Ihave now lived 


with her for above five years. IJ wish 


I could say as much in favour of her 
brothers, who come hoine twice in 


the year.t to be the torment of every 


one in the house, and of me in par- 


ticular. I have ftot a moment's: com- 


fort of my life, from the time they 


first enter the door till the holidays 


are over. Sometimes they tie my _ 
head up in a paper bag, for the sake 
of seeing me try 
sometimes they pinch my tn, that 


7.to scratch it off— 


i 


„ 
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Hoy may hear me sing, as they: eat © 
it - Barbarous wretches! they do not 
consider what real pain they put me 
too for their sport they do not con- 


sider that when J am pinched, and 
| kicked; Tfeel just as much as they 
would if they were served so. If ever 
8 they diseover me walking quietly in 
the garden, they are sure to throw | 


their- hats at me, and, clapping 
their hands, scamper after me as 5 


fast as they can run, calling scat, 
Scat; and thus their sport they con- 
tinue till I find some little hole or 
corner to hide myself from their 
| eruelty. Ef often wonder what plea» | £4 
ure they can find in such behaviour. 
Surely it would be more pleasing to 
gain ee love of N creature, than 
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ther bw 8 deteetation, _ . Sapy 
bosing they a are not like Wy. Dory | 


why should 5 80 ne ; me wig! 


Could they not let me rest in peace, 
and I am sure I would never disturb 
them. But really some persons seem 
to think we dumb creatures are only 


made for them to torment, and be | 


cross to; and instead of ever giving 
dne a kind word, or desiring one 
ni a civil manner to stand out of 
WS their: way, bang comes a great knock, 


or a kick, when, had they only taken 
the time to inform us that they wished 


us to remove, we should very cheer- 
i fully have complied with their orders. 


Indeed, indeed, Mrs, Puss,” said 5 


thedog as he rose to speak, nee 5 
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say is very just; and I am sure * 
ba ve cause sufficient to lament that 


more gentle methods are not univer- 


100 practised by the human race. . 
have at this present time a violent, 
pain in my leg, which often makes 
me walk lame, and which, I dare to 
say, I shall never get rid of, occa- 
sioned by a violent blow from a great 
stone, which a boy threw at me one 
time as 1 was introcently frisking 
about in my own master's field, and 
barking at the white butterflies which 
flew over my head. I was in as good 


spirits and good humour as any dog 


could possibly be in, without the 


least thought of injuring any one, 
or of being uncivil to those who 
1 * : when all of a sudden, 


wh. 
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"he guilty of 1 no > crime, a a great 
boy, old enou gh to have known bet 
ter, threw with all his force a stone 
at me. I never shall forget the pain 
I felt, as it struck me upon the joint 
of my hind leg; indeed, I thought 


it had been broke, as I found it im- 


possible to move it, or put it to the 
ground. I could not forbear owl: 
ing out with anguish, and went 
limping away upon three legs, yolp- 
ing sadly all the way till T reached 
my own kennel, into which I crept, 
and was in great pain, without at⸗ 
N to move for several hours. 
As I lay in that sad situation, I could 
pot help reflecting upon the wnkind> | 
ness and cruelty of the human race, 


Who could find in their beat „ 
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no good a at t all, 80 ee to 0 
give miser y to harmless creatures 
why never offended them. I wonder, _ 
said I to myself, what they would 
think of us dumb animals, if we were 
to bite, or scratch, or kick, or any | 
ways hurt them for our pleasure, as 
And yet 
surely, we should be much less 
guilty than they are, because we 


they do us for theirs. 


have not so much sense as they are 
blessed with; 


it discovers a much more corrupt 
heart for a man to hurt a poor beast. 
without any just cause. Methinks, 
said J to myself, if I had been formed 
a rational creature, 1 should have 


3 


and if it would be 
wrong, and shew a bad temper in a 
dog to bite a man for nothing, surely : 


* 6 5 6 : 3 
1 X I wh been . 
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been ashamed to act in so cruel a 


manner. I would, if I had been 


blessed with reason, have used it to 
assist and make comfortable poor 
dumb creatures who could not help 
themselves, and not behave with less 
Fkindness to them than they do man- 
kind. These were the reflections 
made as I lay confined by the pain 
of my leg; and often, and often, 
have I had occasion to make the 
same since; for though I pass my 
time tolerably comfortable, yet I re- 
ceive many a blow, and what is stil! 
worse, many a great kick, for no 
crime of mine, but only because the 
a people who come near happen to be 
in a bad humour. One day a little 
girl Ow sometimes can be kind 
| : enough 


N k 
, - 


e to me) 1105 kicked my 
eye out as I was laying by the gar⸗ 
den- gate, through which she was in 
a hutry to pass. She had left her 


book in the garden, where she ought 
not to have carried it; and her 
mamma had called her to say her 
lesson; so away she ran to fetch it, 
and wanted to get back again before 


her mother knew where she had been. 


I was layin g., as I very frequen tly 
did, fast asleep by the gate; ; and the 
child, instead of giving me a little 


jog, or calling me by my name ta 


wake me, gave me 4 violent RICK with 


"my ede BF ing at the „ in 


a pettish tone of voice, Get out of 


the way, you tiresome beast, can LN 


» - 5 5 
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7 yout”: 15 accordingly elk out of 
2 her way; but I thought it was un- 


kind treatment, and my eye conti- 
nued very painful long after she had 

forgotten how she had used me: 
Another timè I got sadly hurt by a 
man, who, to prevent my following 

| | him, slammed a door against my 


i sides. He had not given me any 
. notice that he did not choose my 
| company, and instead of civily say- 
; ing so, let the door flap, and almost 
: broke my ribs. But, my friends, E 


3 do not mean to take up your tne © 
= - whilst I recount the numberless un- 
1 necessary blows I have received from 
men and boys, or the unkindness 
with which I have frequently been 
treated. Vou are all, no doubt, fel- 
e low _ 


\ 


100 cufferers Vith me in this Nat 

cular; and each one, I dare to say, 
Joins with me in sincerely wishing theß 
Vwould learn to shew more humanity.” 


where there are several little boys 5 
and girl, and they all 0 to be Fo 
| "" T2 
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Indeed, said the Sparrow, who | 


nent came forward to speals, . I 
think it is a very melancholy affair 
that mankind, who boast themselves 
of being the head of all the inhabi- 


tants of this earth, should so disgrace 


] themselves by their cruelty towards | 


us their inferiors; and it is sur- 5 
prising to me that even those men 


and women, who do behave tolerably 
peaceable themselves, yet suffer their ; 
children to distress and torment us 


without rebuke. I live in a family _ 


1 


usage, which must have killed me 
had I not b 


common strong constitution. "=AX 
present, with one exception only, 1 


5 57 yery nag and yery comfortably, | 


%% TP ĩ 0 ß 
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Fond 0 birds, Fes 'other tings * 
but it appears a strange kind of fond- BY; 

ness, in my opinion, to teize and tor- 
ture poor creatures out of love, as 1 | 


daily see them do. I myself, ö 
deed, have gone through much cruel 


zen blessed with an uns) . 


live very comfortably, | and that is 
the loss of my liberty, which is an 
ever· ceaseless source of unhappiness | 
to me; but in every other respect 1 
ain treated with kindness and real 
affection... \ I was taken before I was 
fledged, together with four more of 
my brothers and sisters, whilst we all 


1 - 


\ 
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| wy the nest « our n fond. eu both —— 


vided. for us. 1 Our habitation was 


supposed to be a safe one, as it was - 


: placed behind a leaden water-pipe 


which came down the side of a house, 


far beyond the reach, as our parents 


thought, of any lah boys to 
molest us. But, unhappily, one day. 
- & bricklayer was employed to repair 


some of the tiles which were near us, 


| and” seeing some little hits of. the 
| bay, of which. our nest was com- 


posed, sticking out, he discovered 


our residence, and dragged us out 
| 2 nest and all, in a very rough man- 
ner. He was just going to throw us 
down, regardless of the many e 15 
bones we might have received from 
the fall, when his fellow labourer | 


stopped 


—. 


= 1 
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deep d by saying, Don't 5 
throw them down, Jim, give them 


to me: I saw a little boy just now in 


the house, I dare to say he will ike 
to have them. Here, take them je: 


then, said the other, if you ch 


to have them; but I think it 18 a 


pity-to save them, because Sparrows 


are such monstrous mischievous 
birds, they do more harm in the 
gardens and corn- fields than a troop. p- 
of horse would.“ We were then, 1 
carried down in the labourer” I hat; LE 
and the little master, whom the man 


had before seen, being called, we 


were presented to him, who recciven x 


us with many thanks, and with great 


joy ran up stairs into the nursery, 5 


where we were instantly surrounded 
1 three. more boys and two girls. 
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Iate: the clamour which then began 
amongst them, whilst they all begged 


aw might have one of us for their 
own. © Give me one,” and let me 


haze one,” vas repeated over and 
over from every mouth at the same 


Lime; whilst the child who had got 


pogsession of us kept turning round 


and round, endeayouring to protect : 


from the others, who each tried 


49;get us into their own hands. At 
Zasti one of the biggest boys, Whose 
ne was Charles, snatched us all 


ra from his little brother Dick; 


* There, said he, 5 5 vou shall none 5 
_ of you have any of them, for 1 will 

\ keep them all myself.“ Dick e ed, 5 
and. every one, called out upon the 
Anutur e and ee of Cha les, 
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the nest directly. You 3 
tales you please, replied Charles, 
tauntingly, to my pana, it is im | 
possible Five birds can be divided 
amongst sia, and therefore to put an 

end to all disputes, I tell 


5 eng they had as much r 
to us, as he had, and were deter- 


mined they would have one. The 


nurse in the mean time tried in vain 
to make peace. Sue scolded Charles 


for vexing his little brother Dick) 


and assured him she would tell his 


papa, if he did not give him back 


you that 1 
will keep them all myself. 
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ou shall not! Master Charles,” aid 
the nurse, raising her voice as She 
spoke, the birds are your brother 
_ _ Dick's, and he Shall have them too, 
that be hall, I am determined !” 
RE 12 1 


* 


The nurse then caught hold of the | 
15 nest, but Charles did not let it go; 
80 that it was presently pulled in such © 
2 manner between them, as to let us 
poor little creatures drop out throeugii 
the middle of it, and down we fell 
_ gprawling (one after the other) upon 
the floor. We were instantly picked up 
by the other children, who all fan 
_ clattering down stairs as fast as they 
could, leaving Charles and the nurse 


close combat. We were now carri 


- into the garden, and-very-amicably 
20 distributed amongst the five chiE | 
by _ Dick, good humoufedly as 


ng, he intended to give some 
1 way; but he did not chuse to have - 
| 8 us snatched from him 1 in such e 
7 ner as Charles took üs ffom Him.“ 
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We were now in a dreadful unhappy 
State, much hurt by our fall, greatly 
_ terrified by the noise we had heard, 
very cold, and beginning to be very 
hungry, we all cherupped aloud, 
begging for mercy, and to be re- 
stored to our parents, whose voices 
we heard in the garden, calling 
mournfully after us. The chil- 
dren seemed to pay little attention 
to our eries, but agreed together that 
we must be fed, or else we should 
die. I will go and make them 
some victuals,” ” gaid- one of the girls 
whose name was Polly. Aye do,” 
said her sister, and bring some old 
pens to cut up into spoons to feed 
themovith. While Polly was gone 
forethe food, we were placed altoge- 
der! upon. the Stans, which felt s0 
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limbs with cold. 
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* and cold in comparison of the 
soft warm atlfrs we had been used 


to lay upon in our nest, as to be quite 5 
painful to us, and to benumb our 
* Poor things!“ 
said Tom; how they shake; mine 
is so chilly I will hold it in my hand 
and warm it.“ I happened to be his 
portion, and I was held so close in 
bis hand, that soon became faint; 
1 could scarcely breathe.. At last 
Polly returned with the food, and 
old pens, the nibs of which were 
rounded off, to make them into 


spoons. We were all so hungry, 


that as we heard the voice of our 


mother, and other birds who were 


flying about, we opened 6ur months; : 
and in Was popped a great jump f 


very disagrecable pudding, id. believe 
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it was, but it way comming: very 5 
cold and unpleasant. This was re- 
| peated till our little craws stuck out 
like wens, and we were made so ill 
we could ho! longer chirp, but lay 


panting for breath, almost ready to 


die, It was now agreed it would be 
best to put us to bed somewhere al- 

| together, that we might keep each 
other warm. Let us put them in 


the cage,” said Sally, „with some 


8 hay at the bottom.“ ' Accordingly, : 
some new hard hay was fetched, and 5 


we were all placed upon it with one 


of their pocket! handkerchiefs folded 


up, put over us to keep us warm. 


TL. suppose they thought they had 
given us a nice bed, but it was 30 
very different from the soft one we 

had been used to, that nothin 8 could 


> feel 
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feel more RY Our mo- 
ther had taken the greatest care to put 
away all the ends of the hay, and 
bits of straw, and sticks with which - 
| she made the nest, lest they should 
| hurt our little tender bodies, and had 
lined the inside with soft feathers, 
moss and hair, which with much 
| diligence she had picked up from 
different places. Then she had 
|. placed us all so nicely one by the 
. other, that nothing could be more 
< agreeable than we were together. 
But now the children when they put 
us into the cage upon the hay, took 
no care that we should not push 
against each other, or tread upon 
one another's toes, or even upon 
mew other's heads, In Short we were . 
Rd werro{2eh; of hang a1 bam 
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in a dreadful uneasy state, whilst thus 
put to bed, as they called it. Nor as 
dur situation mended when our young | 
; tormentors again visited us; for we 5 
were then taken out to be crammed 
with more of their nauciqus food; | 
and if we kept our mouths shut, they 
pulled them open by force to feed 
us. After this it was thought best 
that we should be taught to walk; 
accordingly we were placed upon a 
cold slippery table, and pushed for- 
ward, so that if we did not try to 
seramble on we were thrown, down 
upon the end of our beaks, which 
eauses a more painfub sensation than 
those persons who. have not hills, can 
buave any notion of. To prevent this 


5 weiden, my master Tom said, he 


41 EY | 5 would 5 


would put. me on a Tiny cering, for 
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he could not bear to see me fall on 
my face so often.“ He then tied a 
bit of thread round my throat; by 
which he held my head up with one 
hand, whilst-he shoved me forward 


with the other. In this manner he | 
hauled me round the table two or : 
three times, till 1 thought I should 
have died with the fatigue I suffered. 
Little did he know whilst he was 


calling me his dear child or his little 


| poney, what pain he was making me 


undergo, at last seeing my eyes quite 
shut, and my limbs unable to move 
any longer, he took compass ion upon 


me, and putting me into his bosom, 
said I ahould. exercise no more for 
that time. But whilst 1 mention 
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my 170 misfortunes, those of 1 my 
brothers. and sisters were not less 


acute. During the time I was walk- 


ing in the manner J have Just re- 
lated, one of my brothers Was still 


more tortured by Miss Polly, WhO 
teaching him to dance, which 
done by holding both his wings 
ene with her fingers and thumbs, 
whilst She pulled him backwards and 
forwards, and: sideways, to dance 
what she called a minuet. This 
dance had so great an effect on his 


tender constitution, and had caused 


80 much pain to all his little delicate 


joints, that he died very soon after. 


he had taken his first lesson; and by | 


ü that means happily escaped the fur- - 
er torture he must have experi- 
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taken by being exposed so much to 


the arr, and the disorder in our bowels 5 8 


occasioned by the improper food., 

with Which we had been erammed, „ 
made us Pass the night most wretch⸗ 
edly. Indeed, two more of my bro- 

© thers died before morning, and my 


survivin g sister and myself were re- 


duced to a dreadful state of misery, 


expecting likewise every moment to 
expire under our sufferings; and fear- 
| ing to see our littie masters and mis- 
tresses return in the mornin 85 lest some 


new 


5 enced; as Miss Polly Had deelared 5 
hei intention of teaching him every | 
day, till he should be able to perform 
all sorts of dances to perfection. 

The children were now called away | 
to go to bed, and we were again put 
into the cage; the cold we had 
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. torments should be invented for 


Nor Were we mistaken in our 


4 eee for no sobner had 


Tom and Sally (to whom we two | 


surviving ones belonged) © given us 
our breakfasts, which we swallowed 
with much eagerness, being extreme. 


1 hungry; ; than they judged it ne- 
cessary to teach us to fly. 'Foolich | 
children! As if we birds c6uld not 


tell much better how that exercise 
ought to be performed, than they 


eould teach us! However, they were 


so conceited as to fancy they knew 


best; and so before our pinions were 


1 sufficiently fledged, or hadistrength 
enough to support our bodies in the 
air, 559 tossed us up as high a8 they 5 

9 ONE (ith all their force); and as 


te or og Os Wen 


J% 


— 


nN we, came r ne again, 5 
we naturally stretehed out our wings, 
and fluttered to save ourselves, that 
- the children called fying, and much 
rejoiced at their skill in teaching us 
the art so cleverly. ** I dare to say, 
aid Sally, M they had been in the 
nest with their mother still, they 
would neither have known. iy to 
walk or fly; ; we. shall bring them 
much forwarder than she would * 8 
| done.” To be sure we shall,“ re- 
plied Tom, but that is not os al 
to be wondered at, because it is cer- | 
5 tain that human creatures have more 
understandin g, and know mu ch bet-. 
tar than birds, what is proper to be 
done ; 80 come, let us give thema 
Title more flying. Mine shall have 
535 


ten more tosbes this lesen. How 
many shall yours have?» £0) 
mine,” replied Sally, shall have 


twelve at least.“ My heart sickened 


| 8 the thought of what we were now 


to go through; and after having 


one of my sisters expire with the fa- 


tigue of dancing the day before, 1 


expected nothing less than that we 


should both die under the-violk 


exertion we were now to make. 
„Now,“ said Tom, © let: us begin 
together; and when I say ud, let 


us both toss them at the same time, 


and try which of us can throw them 


the highest, and mind whose bird 
will fly down the fastest. O! how I 


dreaded the sound of the signal, as 


Us: rept me in bis hand gently raising 


— 
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me a a little way up and down till 1 
pronounced the fatal word wp, with 
a loud voice, and away We, both were 
tossed into the air, as high as the 
children could send us. I will not 
attempt to describe the sensations 
both of horror and pain which this ex 
Ercise occasioned, as it is far beyond 
my power to give you any idea of 
it. I think I may venture to say, 
that it was wrerchedness in the ex- 
treme; and I think I may also say 
that if children knew what we poor 
_ creatures feel, when they are only *_ 
amusing themselves with us, they 
would not be such cruel wretches as 
to torment us in such a manner. I 
suppose we should have gone on 
* our ten and n tosses had 
been 


„„ 
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been over, had not a most fatal 


accident put an end to this exercise. 


After we had been thrown up three 
times, we were so exceedingly fa- - 
tigued that we had not power to ex- 


tend our wings $0 as to break the 


violence of our fall, but came down 

almost like stones; and my dear sis- 
ter dislocated her leg; but, poor 
thing! she did not long endure the 
misery it occasioned, for, as her mis- 


tress was putting her on the ground 


to see if she could walk, a cat, which 


Sally had not observed, Jumped upon 


her, snapped her up in its mouth, 


and ran away with her 1 in an instant. 


She gave one scream, poor dear erea- 
ure! as the beast scized her in its 


jaws, but never spoke another word. 
F WS” . 
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My master upon Seeing what had 
happened, popped me into his pocket, 
and ran after the cat as fast as he 
could go; the cat, however, out- ran 
him, and scrambled over a wall, 


where I suppose she enjoyed the 


feast she made of my beloved sister. 
I was dreadfully afflicted at this ac- 
: cident, but 1 felt some consolation : 
at the thought, that although I was 
thus wer ne of her company, and 
left without a single creature to speak 
to, yet still she was released from all 
farther trouble, and would never 
again be tormented by being either 
taught to walk, to fly, or to dance. 
I was now put into my solitary cage, 
and left for some time to indulge my 
sad, melancholy reflections. I Was 
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1 by t the entrance of my master, Miss 
5 Sally, and the cat. Horror over- 


spread my mind upon the sight of 


| my sister's murderer; but still more 
Was I alarmed upon finding my cage 
taken down and set upon the floor, 
_ whilst Tom dragged the cat, by its 
two fore paws, close up to me, rub- - 
bing its nose against the wires of my 


cage, as if going to put me into its 
mouth W then, whilst he held her in 


that position, Sally with a switch she 
had in her hand, beat her very hear- 
tily. I could not imagine what all 
this fresh cruelty. could be for; my 
fright was beyond any thing 1 i. E 
before experienced. and the cat, I 
amssure, must have suffered greatly, 
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not only from the whipping it re- 
ceived, but also fr om the manner in 
which Tom held it, and by putting 
its nose so hard against the wires of 
the cage. How long this scene 
would have lasted I cannot tell, had 
not the childrens? mother come in 
and put an end to it, by severely re- 


proving them for such conduct.— 


„Dear mamma, said Sally, © we 
must do it; we are only breaking the 
cat of meddlin g with birds —she has 
taken my bird quite away, and eat it 
np. We have only this one left of 
all the nest, and if we do not cure 


the cat of her tricks, she will eat- that 
the first time she can get it, a great 5 


cruel beast!“ Indeed,“ replied her 
mother, I do not think she is half 
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80 cruel as you, .. children are; it is 


her nature to eat birds if she can 
cateh them, and she puts them out 
of their pain in a moment; whereas 


Jou torment them day. after day by 
your playing in the manner you do 


with them! Birds were created to 


fly: about. i in the open air, and enjoy 


their liberty, and not to be pulled 


about and teized as you teize them, 
by teaching them to walk, and to 


fly, and to dan ce. Ho should you 


like it, if some great giant was to 
come and hold you up by your two 


legs, and make vou hop about on 


War hands till you was almost tired 


to, death? and that might as well be 
done to you, as for you to lead the 


158. birds Aout by. their wings, 


and 
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and then call 3 dancing. „Lam 
sure mamma, ” replied Tom, if 
you think it hurts them, I will not 
do it any more, for I do not want to 


give my little bird any pain; I only 


wich to make it tame and fond of 
me. I do not think,” answered 
his mother, that to make any hy-- 
ing creature ond of you can be to 
teaze, and torment it. It may bc 
the means of making it hate and 
dread you; but I am sure it can 
never induce it to love you. What 
Had I best do then to make it love 
me?“ enquired Tom. © Give it its 
liberty, and let it fly away,” said his 
mother; and then it will have 
some just cause to love you.“ O, but 


mamma,“ replied the boy, I can- 


— 
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not 
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not do chat, for then. 1 Should lose 


my bird entirely. Besides it cannot 


fly, neither can it feed itself; so that 
I am sure it would be cruel to turn it 
out to be starved to death, or else eat 


up by the S. Well then,” said 
his mamma, as the Poor thing has 


been so unfortunate as to come into 
your hands, you may. at least avoid 


tormenting it by pulling. it about. 
Let it live in the cage; or if you 
want it to be tame, let it sit upon 


your finger when you feed it. And 


do not cram it $0 much at a time, 


but give it only one or two mouthfuls | 


at once, and feed it every quarter of 
an hour; and then perhaps it will 
 500N, learn. to pick; and as it has 
never known the pleasure of. liberty, 


2 
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dee aud you may T7 u 


about the room sometimes, Aud that 
will make it much tamer than play- 3 
ing with it as you now do.” Tom 
followed his mother's advice, and 


soon found the reward of so doing, 


from the peedy improvement which 


took place in my health and beauty. 
It was not long before receiving my 
fcod in so much wholsome a manner, 
that I recovered stren geh sufficient to 


hop about my cage, and jump ip 5 


and down from the perch. I also 

began to feed myself, and finding 
my master had left off tormenting 
me, I had no objection to fly to him, 


as he always gave me some nice little 
morsel to eat t whenever 1 did 50. He 
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likewise gave me e liberty i fly about TM 


the room whenever he was in it, to 
guard me from danger; and in short, 
as my sorrow for the loss of my deat 
brothers and sisters wore. away by. 
time, I began to lead a very com- 
fortable and easy life; nor have 1 
any thing to wish for, excepting the 
society of some of my own species, 
and the OO of 8 at ee in 
ms a. 

© That,” cad the parrot, vhs here 
intirrupted: the sparrow, is all 1 
have to make me uneasy, for I am 
taken very great care of. My mis- 
tres, 1 really believe, loves me better 
than she does any of her children; "I 
at least I very frequently: See her beat 
thi, and she never peaks to me 
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but in the kindest manner. One day 5 
she whipped a little boy, of three 
years old, very severely, because he 
took away a bit of nice cake, which 
she had given me for my dinner. 5 
The child said, he had not taken it, 
but she insisted upon it that he had, 
which was very true. So she said, 
she would make him os 8teal- 
ing my food, and then denying it. 
She then took a rod, and whipped 
him most heartily, telling him at the 
same time, that if ever she knew him 
guilty of the like fault, she would 


punish h him i in the same manner again. 


This J thought extrem ely kind of her, | 
. for to be sure the cake was very nice, 
and I was SOITY to have it taken from 


„Her husband came in aJust after 
she 
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he Had whipped the child, au . en- 
| quired what was the cause of her dis- 
pleasure. He has been à very 
naughty boy, said she, he has 
taken away the parrot” s victuals to eat 
himself, and then told a lie about it, 
and denied having done so.“ - «That, 
is a sad thing, indeed !” said her hus- 
band. I think any child who tells 
lies, well deserves to be severely pu- 
nished.” Then taking hold of the 
child's hand, Why, said he, did 
not you speak the truth, Will? Why 
did not you tell your mother, that 
you had taken the parrot's victuals, 
and then she would not have been 
angry with you? There was no harm 
in your having done that, if you had 
Owned what you had -done, and not 
5 = told 
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told a story about . Je be 
sure, rejoined | my mistress, the 
crime would not have been near so 
bad, had he owned the truth; but 
yet I cannot be of your opinion, to 
think there would have been no harm 
in stealing the cake from the parrot.” 
„Stealing the cake,” repeated her 


husband, I should not have called 


it Stealing. To be sure Will had no 
business to take it out of the cage, 


after you had put it in; and he 


ougght not to have done it. But yet, 
had he honestly confessed that he 


had eaten it, I cannot say, I think 


his crime would have been very great, 
nor would he then have deserved 
much punishment? Indeẽd, re- 
* my mit in an angry tone, 
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(which I thought was very kad: I 
her), I would have punished him, 
or any one else who dares to take the 


victuals from the sweet bird, after 1 


have put it into her cage.“ Pough! 
Nonsence !“ said her husband, you 
make yourself quite ridiculous about 
that foolish parrot;” he then walk- 
ed out of the room, taking the little 
boy with him. My mistress very 
kindly would not let me suffer by the 
child, and therefore gave me a slice 
of cake, twice as large as that he had. 
taken from me, if. There my Se et 
beauty, my pretty poll, said she, 
you shall have your cake. Come 
my dear bird, come and stand upon 
your own mistresses hand, while you 
eat it.” She then took me out of 
5 "T3. 4 
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: the cage, and kindly fondled me all 
the time I was eating, declaring re- 


peatedly that she would severely pu- 


nish whoever dared to affront me. 


And indeed she is as good as ner 
word, for if : any of the children pre- | 
sume to touch me, she always sends 


them away with a severe repremand. 


But notwithstanding all her fondness 


of me, I am very far from happy; 


even her very tenderness often times 
distresses me, by giving me those 5 


kinds of food, which I do not like; 


and keeping me frequently covered 

up beneath a great thick green baize 
bag, for fear I should be too cold. 
But above all, as Mrs. Sparrow just 
now observed, the want of some of 


THY om \ relations most distresses me, 
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mistress can do to make me happy.” 
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and casts a melancholy gloom over 


my whole life, in spite of all my fond 


Here the parrot ceaed speaking; 
and after a pause of a few moments, 
one of the fish, from within the glass 


globe broke the silence, by saying, 


* do not at all wonder to hear those 
birds lament their misfortunes, who 


are shut up in solitude, and debarred 
the conversation of any of their spe- 


cies. But yet I think their state is 
much preferable to ours, who are con- 


_ fined within these very narrow glass 
walls, without even the comfort of 

breathing the element, which our 
nature requires in order to keep us 


in any tolerable degree of health, 
or ever having one single mouthful. 
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of food, such as our appetites could 
relsh. _ I see, my friends, you look 


surprised at hearing me say we breathe 
not the element we want, because you 
see we are in water, and it is water 
we were born to move in. But 


though the drop we are confined in 


may be called water, it is as different 


almost from our native poud, as light 


is from darkness; and as little agrees 
with our constitutions, as it would 
with that of our cruel keeper s, if they 
_ were always to be shut up in a close 
little room, filled with smoke, or 
some naucious fumes. Our oh. 
was large and open to the rain and 
_ winds, which constantly refreshed 
and invigorated us; it was also deep, 
80 at we could at any time, by di 
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Ving in I's avoid either the too got 


from the external air. It was also 
| always fresh- from the Springs which 
were rising at the bottom of it. It was 
hkewise well stored with plenty of 
every kind of victuals we could wish; 
nor was there a moment in the day 
in which we could not partake of the 
most dainty repast. There too, we 
had numbers of our fellow creatures, 
with whom we could sport and con- 
verse at our pleasure; and ample room 
to retire into solitude, when we wished 
to enjoy the calm repose of quiet 
meditation. But here we have not 
one of these blessings we have 
space for no other exercise, but that 
of moving round and . in one 
egular 
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regular motion, without the power 
of either darting backward or for- 
ward, or even diving downwards. 
When the sun shines upon us, the 


glass in which we are imprisoned, 


reflects his beams with such intense 


heat, that the whole of the water 


we move in, is rendered nearly boil- 
ing; at least so it seems to our de- 
licate feelings, and almost kills us 
with its unwholsome warmth. At 
other times, it is as much too cold, 
and benumbs our faculties. Then it 
is 50 pent, aud rendered 80 unplea- 
sant for want of free air and refresh- 
ing showers, that we scarcely know 
how to breathe ; and when the hu- g 


m an creatures 11 attend us, give 
us what they call fresh' water, we 


are 


* 


M 75 
-8Y 
$4 
* 

MY, 

OY id 
=xF 
3 

3M 

N 

9 1 4 * 
= v 
1 * 
b he's 9 
8 
KY 
© 

TH 1 
- 4854 
1 * 
x 
=: 
1 FS 7 
= - 

1 1 
1 a 
1 
TIM 
* 5 
7 LL 

2 
* * 0 
UK 

| * 
* 8 * 
1 

* 

5 . 
1 

£4 
1 4 
„ 

5 1 J 

„ 

ELL) 

s 
of 
9 0 

29 K 
, dy, 

2 

TY 
> 4 

n 

of 

3 
T5 

4 F 

. * 1 

5 

1 

. 

% 

ty 

= * 

* 

1 
5 
$5 
* 

*7 
1 
& 


1 N 7 : q 
3 1 1 
Mt 


7 N 


n, TALKING ANIMALS. tas. 


_ 1 


* r 


NN ation: 0h 


are as mach distr essed by the violent 
effect such a sudden change has upon 
breathing, as it is called by all land 
animals. Added to all these misfor- 
tunes we have no food, or at least 
very seldom, and then only such as 
is extremely distasteful to us. Some- 


times we are favoured with what 
is called bread: Perhaps, you my 


friends may know what it is, and 


may. be some of you do not dislike 
it. But it is so extremely different 


to our native food, as to be. quite 
disagreeable to us; this, however, 


we have not often, and I overheard 
the other day, why it is so seldom 
gr anted us. A child who was look- 
ing at us, and frightening.us through 


the To 895 Wouch our nature is 
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| $0 extremely timid and bashful, as | 
to give us great alarm at the sight of 


every object, yet we can never have 


the happiness of concealing ourselves 
for a single moment). A child, I 
say, who was looking at us, en- 
quired what we had to eat? O! 
replied the person to whom we be 
long, © they do not eat much; they 
can hve without food, as well as wit! 
it. I now and then give them a lit- 


tle bread, but I do not like to let them . | 
have it often, because it makes the *| 


water look thick, and gives me more 
trouble to clean the globe.“ Well! 
thought I to myself, this is cruelty 
in the extreme! To think of locking - 


up poor liyin g creatures in such a 


state of continual imprisonment, and 
0 | wretchedness, 1755 
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W 100 then grudge the 
trouble of letting them have food ! 
Surely, of all created beings, the 
human-race is the most inconside- 
rate and cruel! Such was my thought 
upon hearing the reason why we were 
kept in a continual state of hungar. 
And I was still more confirmed in 
my opinion, when J recollected what 
I had seen during the time 1 lived in 
happiness in my native pond; for 
well do I recollect the barbarity 1 
there witnessed committed by some 
of the same human race, upon many 
of my finny companions: It even 
now makes me shudder to think of 
it; but I will mention it, in order 
that you i form a just opinion of 
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that being, who calls wel man, | 
and rational.. 
Could you believe it bbs my 
friends, some of these rational crea- 55 
tures would frequently come to the 
side of our pond, and setting down 
upon the grass take living worms, 
and run a sharp hook all through 
their bodies! then whilst they were. 
in the agonies such treatment occa- 4 
sioned, they threw them hook and 18 
all into the water, tied to the end of 
a very fine and long line; the other ' 
end of which was fastened to a long ⁵ 
stick, which they held in their on 
hands. Upon seeing a worm fall into Wh 
the water, it was but natural for a 
_ to go to eat it "UP; and you know 
there 
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there would "Ht been no 6 Guetty in 
that, as it would have been killed in- 
Stantly. But think, my friends, upon 
tte dreadful state of the poor fish, 
who taking the worm, swallowed also 
the barbed hook upon which it was 


spitted; and found it stick fast either 


within its jaws or stomach. Oh! 
how have seen the poor animal flirt 


itself with the agony it suffered, 
which the human creature on the 


shore no sooner found to be the case, 
by the shaking of the line, than up 


he drew it out of the water, hanging 
its whole weight upon the hook. 
which it had swallowed, and then 
cruel, unreflecting . wretch, pulled 
out the hook without the smallest 
"_ to the e of the poor 

o2 wounded 
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wounded fish, whose inside was most 


dreadfully torn by so doing. Only 


think, my friends, what must be the 


anguish occasioned by swallowing a 
sharp iron hook into your stomach, 


or even having it stick fast in your 


jaws; and then to have the whole 


weight of your body upon it; and 
as if that was not torment sufficient, 


again to have it forcibly dragged out, 
and the poor victim thrown by, in all 


its agonies, to lay gasping in tor- 


ments upon the grass, or in a basket 
with more of its fellow sufferers, who 


have been treated in the same barba- 


rous manner. And all this have 1 
frequently witnessed merely for the 


5 Pleasure of the human race; and the 
more of our unhappy brethren they 


have | 
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have thus ended, the better * 
have heard them say has been the 
Sport, as they have called it. Alas! 
that reasonable beings should take 
80 little thought of their —_ or 


Vs 


Sort may have upon lobe creatures, 
who feel, let me tell them, whatever 
they may suppose to the contrary, 

as acutely as they could do themselves. 
But I ought to beg your pardon, my 


your time with my reflections on the 
_ cruelty of man; happily there is 
none of the species present, and if 
there was, he could not understand | 
my language. 

Mrs. BENTILED here * 
ing. yOu children all looked at her 


; we nts 


friends, for taking up so much of * 1 
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expeotivg her to proceed. But . 
ing she did not, Peggy begged she 
would go on and read them some 
more, for she liked the conversation 


of the dumb creatures prodigiously. - : | 


80 do I,” said all the rest, so 
pray go on.” My dears,” replied 

Mrs. Benfield, J can go on no 
farther; for the leaves are so torn, I 


| cannot make out what the lamb, the 


_ duck, or the Squirrel said, though I 
remember it was something to the 
same purpose. I think I have read 
5 you a great deal, nor did I imagine 
I could have made out half so much 
as I have done. Jam sure, said 
her son Henry, deve are all much 
obliged to you for your pretty story; 
but pray, Aw will you be so 
: _ oblig ging 


c Of TALKING ANIMALS; "Iv 


3 | 9 as to inform 1 us how the 
different beasts and birds you have 
been reading of, all contrived to leave 
their different houses and cages and 
meet together ?” Upon my word, 
my dear, replied his mother, „it has 
been puzling me as much as it has 
you; nor can I at all recollect how 
3 it was supposed to be done. I know 
that part of 'the book which is torn / 
out, accounted for the different 
animals meeting together, though I. 
quite forget in what way. But, how- 
ever, if you have been en tertained 
with their conversation when they 43 
were assembled, we will not mind B 
wWuat means they got together. But 
now, my dear children, it is quite 
by time Von should all go to bed; in- 4 
ons dee 4 {4 


1 0s deed some of you ou ght to have been CREE 
' there a long while ago. 80 good 9 8 
night to you. all; and let the several 1 N 
Tp complaints of my poor dumb animals 
teach you never to teaze or torment | 
any living creature: for the ible 
tells us, that a merciful man will be 
merciful to his beast. 
EN | 
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